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South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary (r) presents a commemorative plaque to Council 
President Fred Henry Jr. (c), as his mother Ann Henry (l) looks on.  The inscription on the 
plaque reads: 
“In His Father’s Footsteps: A Family Affair
Fred Henry Sr. served the City of South Amboy from 1961-1971 as Councilman-at-Large 
and as Council President.  His son, Fred Henry Jr., inspired by his father’s dedication and 
love for South Amboy, has involved himself in city affairs since 1992.  Like his father, he was 
elected Councilman-at-Large and as Council President.  He has also dedicated himself to 
the betterment of the city and the citizens of South Amboy.  Father and son, Councilmen-
at-Large, citizens of South Amboy helping to make this city a better place to live.”

Winner-”Wheel of Fortune” winner, Susan Ellison (2nd from left), is surrounded by her 
three sisters, from left Pat, Nancy and Maureen, who were her cheering section at Radio 
City Music Hall, for the taping of the show.  

Grobelny Chosen 
President

The Borough of Sayreville unanimously 
selected Democratic Councilman Dennis 
Grobelny as council president at its reorga-
nization meeting on New Year’s Day.  The 
swearing in ceremony featured the Repub-
lican Party’s Mayor Kennedy O’Brien, who 
was sworn in to start his third term in the 
top spot, and also newly-elected council 
members, David Kaiserman and Paula 
Siarkiewicz.  Dems Tom Pollando served 6 
years and Daniel Buchanan 3 years on the 
Council.  The Borough Council now seats 
four Democrats and two Republicans.

Everitt Dies At 90
By Tom Burkard

John R. Everitt, Esq., 90, formerly of 
South Amboy died on Dec. 29.  A highly suc-
cessful attorney, he opened his law practice 
in 1954.  Everitt served as South Amboy’s 
Municipal Judge from 1954-72, and also was 
Borough Attorney in Sayreville, Municipal 
Judge in Old Bridge, and Board of Adjust-
ment Attorney.  In addition, he was an As-
sistant U.S. Attorney, and part-time Deputy 
Attorney General of New Jersey.

A 1938 Rutgers University graduate, 
he went on to become Valedictorian at John 
Marshall Law School in Jersey City.  He was 
Past President (1983-89) of Rutgers Univer-
sity Alumni Association.  John was also Past 
President of the South Amboy Lions Club, 
and a member of the South Amboy Knights 
of Columbus Council #426.

John Everitt was a kind-hearted person, 
and respected by all throughout the local 
communities.  He will never be forgotten.

Driver Distraction 
Bill 

Legislation Assemblymen John S. 
Wisniewski and Joseph Vas sponsored that 
would require police accident reports to 
include whether or not drivers involved in 
motor vehicle accidents were preoccupied by 
in-car distractions at the time of an accident 
was passed by the Assembly 77-2-1.

“A quick glance at directions, a cell 
phone number, a text message, or even the 
radio dial can mean the difference between a 
safe trip and a car accident,” said Wisniewski.  
“With distracted driving becoming the rule 
rather than the exception for more motor-
ists, details concerning driver distractions 
should be required information on all police 
accident reports.”

The Wisniewski/Vas legislation (A-
2265) would require the NJ Motor Vehicle 
Commission (MVC) to modify the traffic 
accident report form it supplies to police 
departments to include a space for officers to 
indicate whether a driver was distracted at the 
time of an accident and what type of distrac-
tion was involved.  The measure would also 
require the Commissioner of Transportation 
to annually compile information on driver 
distractions in motor vehicle accidents and 
make the report available to the public.

Under the bill, pagers, GPS mapping 
devices, car stereos (terrestrial and satellite), 
CD players, MP3 players, video players, 
CB and dispatch radios, fatigue, personal 
grooming, food and beverage consumption, 
reading, and unsecured pets all would be 
considered driver distractions.  The mea-
sure now heads for the Senate for further 
consideration.  

1,000 Point Club-Cardinal McCarrick’s Lauren Zarantonello joined the elite 1,000 point 
scoring club on a breakaway layup in the third quarter as The Lady Eagles defeated Middlesex 
59-44.  The game was stopped and she received flowers, balloons, and a commemorative 
basketball.  She was also the game’s high scorer with 17 points and grabbed 8 rebounds.  
Pictured at this historic moment are Lauren (holding ball), Coach Lynn Ust (far right) and 
Lauren’s family.    (Photo by Brian Stratton)    

Local Spins Her Way To A “Wheel Of 
Fortune”

Feature Story and Photo By Clem Skarzynski
While watching Channel 7 Eyewitness 

News, Parlin resident, Susan Ellison saw a 
promo ad by Vanna White looking for people 
interested in becoming a contestant on Wheel 
of Fortune’s upcoming visit to New York 
City’s Radio City Music Hall shows.  So, 
“On a whim, I said to myself, why not, so I 
went on line and filled out an entrant form, 
and sent it in.  Two weeks later, I received 
an e-mail to come to the Sheraton Hotel 
on June 29th to tryout,” said Ellison.  She 
continued, “The experience to just tryout 
was so exciting.  We played practice rounds, 
and the staff just told us to act out, and have 
fun.”  Out of 100 potential contestants, 20 

were chosen, and Susan had made the cut, 
but then had to wait for a final phone call to 
verify her acceptance.  Then, on Sept. 5th, 
she got the call.  ‘Be at Radio City Music 
Hall on Sunday, Sept. 30th for the taping of 
the “Heroes Week” shows.’

Sue was selected for “Heroes Week” for 
her career as a Labor and Delivery Nurse, 
now an instructor, at the Charles E. Gregory 
School of Nursing in Old Bridge, an affiliate 
of Raritan Bay Medical Center.  She has spent 
the last 25 years as a working nurse and the 
last 5 years (And counting) as an instructor!  
Quite a lifetime accomplishment!

continued on page 25

Popowski To Enter 
Hall of Fame

By Tom Burkard
Tricia Popowski, the greatest softball 

player in Hoffman/South Amboy High his-
tory will be inducted into the New Jersey 
Amateur Softball Association Hall of Fame 
on Jan. 20th at Somerset Crown Plaza.  The 
event is slated to begin at 1 p.m.

Tricia, who holds almost every offen-
sive record in Lady Guvs’ softball history, 
also scored 1,111 points in basketball.  She 
then went on to become a three-time All-
American center fielder while starring for the 
University of South Carolina, setting many 
records at the school that still exist.

Tricia said of her upcoming induction 
that, “It’s such a very nice thing, a high 
honor that came out of the blue.  I haven’t 
played softball in 10 years, and then was 
really surprised to be notified.  Congratula-
tions, Tricia! 

McCarrick To Honor 
Alumni

Cardinal McCarrick High School will be 
holding it’s Alumni Dinner and Evening of 
Recognition on March 15, 2008 at The Forge, 
Woodbridge.  This year the honorees will be 
Tom Burkard St. Mary’s Class of 1969 for 
his entrepreneurship and community service; 
Roxanne Meszaros Keegan St. Mary’s Class 
of 1975 for excellence in business, and Bill 
Schwarick St. Mary’s Class of 1963 for 30 
years of government service.  The time of 
the dinner will be 6-10 p.m.  For further 
information, please contact Maureen Kemble 
at 732-721-0748 ext. 243.

St. Pat’s Parade
The 2008 South Amboy St. Patrick’s 

Parade should set another record according 
to organizer, Mickey Gross, who proudly 
stated that this year’s popular event will 
feature 30 bands.  The Parade keeps getting 
bigger and better every year!

S
U

P
E

R
 B

OWL

FE
B

. 3
RD



�   January 19, �008 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

SOUTH AMBOY
SAYREVILLE TIMES

P.O. BOX 3027 • SOUTH AMBOY N.J. 08879

Tel. 732-727-0398
email:  satimes@aol.com
website:  thesatimes.com

Publisher
Tom Burkard

Associate Publisher
Brian Stratton

Feature Writers
Elaine Holton Scott

Teo Weber
Phil Rainone

Clem Skarzynski
Dr. John Misiewicz

Steve Schmid
Michael J. Elson

Poet Laureate
Albert Gomolka Jr.

 Opinions and comments in printed articles do not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of The South Amboy-Sayreville Times, c. 1991.
 This newspaper will not be liable for errors appearing in the editorial 
copy or advertising beyond the cost of space occupied by error.

Winners-Bake Off Competition winners at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library’s Open House 
were (l-r) Maryann Matarangolo (Runner-up, Cookies), Mary Dowd 1st Prize, Cookies-$25 
from Jacqueline’s Florist), Emily O’Rourke (Runner-up, Cake), Mary Bouchard (Best In Show-
$50 from Friends of Dowdell Library; 1st Prize, Cake-$25 from Bake & More, and also 1st 
Prize, Pie-$25 from Sciortino’s), Beth (from Bake & More), Charlene Brandon (Runner-up, 
Pie), Mdysen Tippett, Beverly Kovacs (Honorable Mention for Best in Show-won a book).  
(Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

First Baby!
Mariadellpilar Moret and Nicholas 

Donayre of Sayreville are the proud parents 
of a new baby boy, Matthew Donayre, who 
was the first baby born on New Year’s Day 
at Raritan Bay Medical Center.  The newborn 
arrived at 7:30 a.m. and weighed 8 pounds.  
Congratulations!
McKeons Publish Popular Newsletter

Former South Amboy/Sayreville 
residents Bill, “Biff” and his wife Betty 
McKeon having been writing a very popular 
newsletter, “The Daylight Gazette, which is 
e-mailed throughout the country from their 
Indiana home.  “Biff” serves as Editor and 
Betty is his assistant.  The Gazette is an 
informative compilation of current events 
and news dealing with friends and family 
of the McKeons.
Thank You Mr. Czok!

A special thank you goes out to Don 
“Mickey” Czok, a former South Amboy/
Sayreville resident for sending me a very 
vintage collection of copies of the Sayre-
ville High School newspaper, “Echo Lites” 
from the 1940’s.  “Mickey” came across 
the buried treasure in the basement of his 
home in Vermont, where he resides.  He 
was a talented athlete at Sayreville HS in 
the ‘40’s, and coached at St. Mary’s High in 
the 1950’s.  Thank you, “Mickey” for some 
great research material! 
In Memoriam

Edwina Armstrong, 94, formerly of 
Sayreville died on Dec. 17.  She and her 
late husband, Edwin “Ed” ran Armstrong’s 
Luncheonette, which was known as “The 
Subway” in Sayreville from the 1940’s-
1960’s.  She was affectionately called “Mrs. 
A.”   Theodore “Teddy” Lynch, 86, of Par-
lin died on Dec. 29.  A very talkative, and 
friendly person, who was known by almost 
everyone in the local communities, he retired 
30 years ago from DuPont, where he worked 
for 30 years. He was an avid SA Times reader. 
John Rapka, 76, of Parlin died on Dec. 30.  
He was a Professor of Engineering Science 
at Middlesex County College for 20 years 
before retiring in 1991.  Peter Bobek, 83, 

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.H.G. Hoffman High School’s last 

graduating class was in?  a.1995 b.1996 
c.2000

2.Morgan First Aid Auxiliary President 
in ‘82?  a.Sheryl Sullivan b.Pat Walsh c.Judy 
Gargivlo

3.This late South Amboy resident was 
once a Captain in the NJ State Police, and 
also official driver for Governor Harold G. 
Hoffman?  a.Alex O’Hurley b.James Dan-
ielsen c.Howard Lambertson

4.St. Bernadette’s new Pastor in 1993?  
a.Rev. Andrew Szaroleta b.Rev. Thomas 
O’Dea c.Rev. L. Eugene Schellberg

5.This popular local Dee Jay was once 
a Drill Instructor in the U.S. Army?  a.Phil 
Rainone b.Johnny Bartlinski c.Henny 
Conroy

6.Sayreville’s Council President in 
1993?  a.James Zagata b.John Pascucci 
c.Kennedy O’Brien

7.Hoffman High’s last Valedictorian 
was?  a.Shane Mason b.Mary Movichsky 
c.Lisa Venezia

8.This tire store company was located 
on Rt. 35 in Morgan in 1976?  a.All-Star 
b.Goodyear c.Tire Associates

9.St. Mary’s HS principal in 1984?  
a.John Gloss b.Sister Margaret Waldron 
c.Sister Mary Madeline

10.Sayreville’s 10th Mayor served from 
1962-63.  Who was it?  a.Henry Billemeyer 
b.Harold Boehm c.Peggy Kerr

11.This bar was located on the corner of 
Main St. and Stevens Ave. in South Amboy?  
a.Main Inn b.Amboy Bar c.Ogan’s Tavern

12.President of the Laurel Park Civic 
Association in 1979?  a.Ann Millan b.Fred 
Fingerlin c.Joanne Fingerlin

Answers
1b 2a 3c 4c 5c 6b 7c 8c 9b 10b 11c 

12b.

of South Amboy died on Jan. 1.  He was a 
wonderful neighbor, always helpful, and had 
a kind word for all.  May their wonderful 
memories live on.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Ivy Pediatrics

Dr. Igor Trogan in one of his patient friendly rooms at Ivy Pediatrics.
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Ivy Pediatrics South Amboy office 
opened in late summer 2007.  Now there 
is no need to travel long distances to 
seek excellent medical care for infants, 
children, and adolescents.  Ivy Pediatrics 
hopes to be your “local pediatrician”. Of-
fering same day appointments for all sick 
visits, they also have convenient evening 
and Saturday well visit appointments.

Ivy Pediatrics is a solo practice, 
which means that your child is cared 
for by a physician who knows your 
child very well. Igor Trogan, M.D., 
F.A.A.P. is a board certified pediatri-
cian offering experienced, attentive, and 
individualized care. ”I strive to offer my 
patients and their families a friendly 
and relaxed atmosphere. I view my role 
as being both healthcare provider for 
the children and educator for parents”.  
Dr. Trogan received his medical degree 

from the University of Rochester School 
of Medicine.  He completed his specialty 
training in pediatrics at Yale-New Haven 
Children’s hospital.    Dr. Trogan is profi-
cient in Russian and Greek. He admits to 
Robert Wood Johnson Children’s Hospital 
in New Brunswick.

Ivy Pediatrics is conveniently located 
at 103 South Broadway in South Amboy.  
You can call them at 732-952-8818 or 
visit their website Ivypediatrics.com for 
more information.

One of the unique features of Ivy Pe-
diatrics is that it uses an electronic medical 
record.   That means no more unreadable or 
misplaced charts and misfiled information.  
Also, in case of emergency, Dr. Trogan 
has access to patient’s information 24/7.  
Dr. Trogan’s special interests are asthma, 
infectious diseases, gastroenterology, and 
dermatology.

McKeon Inducted
On January 19, Jeff McKeon, son of 

Bill “Biff” and Betty, formerly of South 
Amboy/ Sayreville, was inducted into the 
Ashford University Athletic Hall of Fame.  
Jeff was captain of the baseball team for 3 
years, and set all kinds of records that still 
remain at the Iowa school.  He is currently 
the baseball coach at Brownsburg (Indiana) 

High School, a team that is ranked in the USA 
Today newspaper.  He also introduced a new 
marketing program for his classes, which has 
drawn the attention of both the Indianapolis 
Colts and Indiana Pacers.  Jeff played Little 
League baseball in the Morgan Athletic 
Association before moving to Evansville, 
Indiana in 1988, where he played baseball 
for North H.S.  Congratulations, Jeff!Venison Dinner

Independence Engine & Hose Co. #1 
will be holding its 3rd Annual Venison 
Dinner on Feb. 23rd at Christ Church Hall, 
Fourth St., South Amboy.  The doors open 
at 5 p.m.  Cost is $25 per ticket, for all you 
can eat and drink, buffet style, including 
soda and beer.  There are a limited number 
of tickets available.  For more info contact 
Mike Toth at 732-525-8378 home or 908-
930-3497 cell. 
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Members of the Color Guard of American Legion Post No. 211 and Auxiliary members of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No. 4699 participated in a Veterans Day Service held 
on Nov. 11, 2007 in front of the Sayreville Municipal Building on Main Street.

Yearbook-Hoffman 1958
By Tom Burkard

It’s hard to believe, but this June will 
mark 50 years since H.G. Hoffman High’s 
Class of ‘58 attended classes at the old high 
school on John Street.

After a summer on the beach listen-
ing to Elvis’ big hits of ‘57, “All Shook 
Up,” and “Teddy Bear,” the Hoffman High 
School Class of 1958 stopped writing “Love 
Letters In The Sand,” and returned for its 
final year.  Joseph Vail was Principal, and 
popular teachers included Gerard Anderson, 
Aldona Krakauskas, Donald Paryzics, Sylvia 
Disbrow, Dora Vogel.  The school nurse was 
Rosalie Mauro.  Charles Agan was yearbook 
editor, and the special book was dedicated 
to William Kurtz.  Robert Bloodgood was 
Senior Class President, the late Paul Poetsch, 
Vice-President, Michael Charmello (Former 
South Amboy Councilman), Treasurer, and 
Joan Angelitus, Secretary.  The senior class 
trip was to Washington, DC., and was enjoyed 
by everyone.

Some of the members of the Class of 
‘58 selected randomly included: Frances Al-
banese, Claire Dexheimer, Mary Ann Dona-
hue, Blanche Estelle, Kenneth Elyea, Carol 
Halasz, Phyllis Haneau, Joan Jaskowiak, 
Edward Galley, John Lewis, Arnold Lewis, 
Eileen Madeline, Astrid Moe, Mary Jean 
Rumery, Eugene Smolinski, John Wojaczyk, 
Lois Whitworth, Janet Yanas.

Mary Ann Surowka was Library Council 
President.  Extracurricular clubs and activi-
ties included the school’s first newspaper, 
“The Shield,” and also a Glee Club, and 
Future Teachers of America (FTA).

Cute nicknames of members of the Class 
of ‘58 were: Chal-o, Dex, Babe, Gus, Ozzie, 
Weggie, Sam, Youch, Shmo III, Zhan.

Talented senior athletes included: 
Bloodgood, Charmello, Poetsch, Peter Lake, 
Edward Pietraszka, William Deutsch, James 
Beshada.  Kathy Kurtz was the Captain of 
the Cheerleaders.

Only 31 seniors graduated in Hoffman’s 
Class of ‘58, but they all made their marks 
in a very positive way!  Congratulations 
on your 50th year!  Hope you have a great 
reunion!

MAM-My Treasure
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2007

The keeper of my heart
For all eternity
Adorned with precious love
There my treasure be.
No gems or jewels or money’s faire
Nor riches to see
Tending dearest to one’s soul
There my treasure be.
To search a lifetime, maybe more
For all what means to thee
‘Tis you, ‘tis you my darling mate
You’re my treasure be.
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Cardinal McCarrick seniors Stephanie Migut, Delfin Balili, and Kristy Rivera were chosen as 
this year’s Bloustein Scholars. Nearly 5000 secondary school students received Distinguished 
Scholar awards based on their exemplary grades, SAT scores and class rank.

NJ Transit Improvements
By Steve Schmid

Work continues on the construction of 
a high level rail platform at the NJ Transit 
South Amboy station.  This project is part of 
a $32 million federal and state grant which 
has already seen the environmental cleanup 
of the old rail yards and building of a new 
pedestrian bridge over the railroad tracks.  
A new parking deck is also planned.  When 
completed, parking capacity will be greatly 
enhanced.  Riders boarding trains for New-
ark and New York must board on the south 
end of the station during this construction.  
Workers have removed the third track to 
make room for the foundation of the new 
platform.  When completed, riders can easily 
board trains without climbing up and down 

the steps of the rail cars.  Wheelchair access 
for disabled passengers will also be included.  
South Amboy is one of the busiest stops on 
the North Jersey Coast Line and NJ Transit 
has already installed high level platforms on 
many of its stations.  

The state rail carrier has also recently 
introduced double-decker trains which are 
giving riders many more seats to choose 
from.  The double-decker rail cars were 
initially launched on the Northeast Corridor 
Line and have recently begun on the North 
Jersey Coast Line.  NJ Transit purchased 
the double-decker rail cars after they were 
successfully used in the Boston metropolitan 
area to reduce overcrowding. 

Buses Get Defibrillators
Carefree Bus Tours, Inc. is believed 

to be the first bus company in New Jersey 
to carry life-saving automatic external de-
fibrillators.  In addition, drivers have been 
instructed in a complete training course to 
operate the state-of-the-art equipment, which 
is user friendly, along with CPR, and many 
other procedures that fit into the “chain of 
survival.”  The defibrillators are now on 
Carefree’s Platinum Series buses.  Owner of 
the family business, Paul Lenoir, who is also 
a NJ licensed emergency medical technician, 
said, “The devices are similar to those used 
by many emergency medical technicians on 
ambulances in the tri-state area.”

Lenoir also stated that, “simple step-by-
step voice instructions are provided with the 
defibrillators, and they adjust body masses of 
people from preschoolers to senior citizens.  
Also, the machines will not allow the opera-
tor to make incorrect decisions.” 

Carefree operates daily bus services 
locally to Atlantic City Casinos with nearby 
stops at Center Deli, 250 N. Stevens Ave., 
South Amboy at 10:25 a.m.; Sayreville Li-
quors, 960 Rt. 9 South, Sayreville at 10:30 
a.m.; Park Lane Plaza, Rt. 34 South, Old 
Bridge at 10:40 a.m.  For tickets and more 
information, call 732-826-4103. 

OLV Catholic Schools Week Schedule
Sun. Jan. 27-Opening Mass-9a.m.  Fol-

lowed by a Continental Breakfast in Msgr. 
Donovan Hall.  Open House for all families.  
Mon.-Jan. 28-Student Appreciation Day-
Special Treat for students.  Tues. Jan. 29-
Parent/Grandparent Day-Visit your child’s 
class and have lunch with them.  Bring a 
lunch and eat with your child/grandchildren 
in the cafeteria.  Wed. Jan. 30-OLV Free 

NUT Day (No Uniform Today).  Student 
School colors (Blue & Gold).  Gym activities 
in Msgr. Dalton Hall at 12:30 p.m.  Thurs. 
Jan. 31-Open House for New Families.  8th 
Grade students teach classes today.  Student 
Government tours of the school.  Fri. Feb. 
1-Closing Mass 8:15 for Catholic Schools 
Week, prepared by 5th Grade.  12:00 noon 
dismissal-H.S.A. Roller Skating Party.  
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Vice Admiral Samuel Locklear III (l) is pinning the Legion of Merit on Rear Admiral Charles 
Martoglio (r) at the Change of Command Ceremony on Nov. 16, 2007 at the Naval Air 
Station in San Diego, CA.

Fines For Fake ID’s
Legislation Assemblymen John S. 

Wisniewski, Neil M. Cohen, and Upendra 
Chivukula sponsored to toughen penalties 
for individuals who possess or distribute 
phony public utility employee identification 
(ID) badges recently was signed into law by 
Governor Jon S. Corzine.

“Electricity-generation plants and other 
utility facilities are potential terrorist targets 
and we need to mitigate our state’s vulner-
ability,” said Wisniewski.  “It’s tantamount to 
a security breach to not have strong penalties 
in place to punish individuals who pirate 
utility identification credentials.”

The bill (A-1940) will provide power 
plants, water supply stations, and general 
water and power infrastructure with an added 
layer of protection from vandalism and 
terrorist attacks.  Under the measure, any 
public utility employee who allows another 
person to use their ID will be guilty of a 
fourth-degree crime, subject up to $10,000 

in fines and 18 months in jail.  The penal-
ties also will extend to anyone displaying or 
using a public utility ID badge to deceive 
another person, and to anyone knowingly 
caught in possession of a forged public 
utility ID badge.

The measure will further classify forg-
ing public utility ID badges, possessing the 
materials for forging badges, and distributing 
or using phony public utility employee ID 
badges as second-degree crimes-punishable 
by up to $150,000 in fines and 10 years in 
jail.

According to the sponsors, increasing 
the penalty schedules of these offenses will 
help protect power and water supply plants.  
The measure also will bring the penalty 
schedule in line with those of New Jersey’s 
forgery statute, making penalties for forgery 
and for possession of forgery equipment 
identical.  Anchors Aweigh!

By Virginia Stillwagon

On Wed., Nov. 14th, Russ and I left for 
California to witness a Change of Command 
Ceremony by the United States Navy for my 
cousin, Rear Admiral Charles Martoglio, 
51.  He was being relieved of command of 
the Carrier Strike Group 7 (Ronald Reagan 
Aircraft Carrier), and is now stationed in 
Hawaii as Director of Operations for the 
Pacific Fleet.

We found out the Naval Base is not in 
San Diego, but across the bridge on Coronado 
Island.  Our party consisted of 11 people 
from all over the United States, family and 
friends, besides Charlie’s parents, Charles 
& Albert, and his wife Darlene.

On Thursday, we had lunch on the car-
rier, served on President Ronald Reagan’s 
White House dinnerware.  Afterwards, we 
were treated to a tour of the ship.  There were 
no elevators on the ship, so it was quite a 
workout.  Getting to the bridge was 9 flights 
up, on narrow and steep steps.  We would 
not have missed it for the world.

The Change of Command Ceremony, 

on Friday, was dignified and impressive.  It 
was held on the Flight Deck of the Carrier.  
The Navy certainly knows how to do things 
right.  Afterward, a Champagne Luncheon 
was held on the ship, and that evening, 
we were treated to dinner at the Coronado 
Yacht Club.

It should be mentioned that Charlie was 
stationed at the Pentagon on September 11, 
2001, when the terrorist’s plane hit the build-
ing.  At the time the plane hit, he was not 
at his desk, but wanted to go back into the 
building because he was worried about his 
staff.  His parents were made aware of this, 
for the first time at the ceremony.  This is so 
typical of the men and women of our Armed 
Forces.  We are so proud of all of them!

Rear Admiral Charles Martoglio’s 
mother is the former Alberta O’Brien, who 
was born and raised in South Amboy and is 
a graduate of St. Mary’s High School Class 
of 1949.  She now resides with husband 
Charlie in Punta Gorda, FL.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times January 19, �008   9



10   January 19, �008 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Curves of South Amboy, New Jersey placed smiles on little faces of two (2) local charities 
during the holiday season.  With over 140 gifts donated by the members of Curves each less 
fortunate child was able to receive a wrapped toy and/or clothing.  Each of our members 
removed a tag from the Christmas tree which contained the size and gender of each child.  
With their generous thoughts of love, they came back to the club with a special gift for their 
special little angel.What a wonderful way of “exercising” their hearts! Holiday happiness 
and the best in the New Year from Curves of South Amboy, New Jersey.

Members of Boy Scout Troop 68 from St. Stan’s Church in Sayreville are shown in front of 
the Elijah’s Promise soup kitchen in New Brunswick. The boys and parents from Troop 68 
have logged almost 100 hours of time in the soup kitchen since the summer. (There are 
22 boys in the troop)

Students from Mrs. Buongiovanni’s kindergarten class prepare for the OLV Christmas 
concert on December 20th

Congratulations to Sure Hit Home Improvements men’s softball team for winning yet another 
softball league championship.  This time it was the Sayreville Men’s Fall Softball League.  
The championship game was held on Dec. 3rd in 20 degree temperatures at Borough 
Hall in Sayreville.  Players pictured Top Row (l-r) Rick B., Eddie Fulham, Gary Aich, Steve 
Lopez, Chuck Prusakowski, Chuck Ford, Matt Ryan, Bob Prusakowski.  Bottom Row (l-r) 
Mike Walker, Travis McCray, Jim Jiminez, Tracy Chodkiewicz.  Missing from photo-Patrick 
Kiernan, Darren Curran.  Team sponsor is Thomas Ryan, President of Sure Hit Home 
Improvements also pictured above.
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This photo was taken in 1958.  Can you tell us the identities of the nine, well-known local 
men shown here, and what the occasion is?  Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.

Mystery Photo?

Alumni Tuition 
Raffle

The Our Lady of Victories Alumni As-
sociation is holding a tuition raffle, which 
will be held on Friday, Feb. 15.  The winner 
will receive a $3,000 tuition payment to the 
Catholic grammar school, high school, or 
college/university of choice.  The tuition 
may be used for the academic year 2007/08 
or 2008/09.  Tickets are $25.  For tickets 
or information, please call Joe Kabara at 
732-257-4351.

Snow Removal Program
The Sayreville Senior Citizens Center 

is hoping to re-activate the Senior Citi-
zens/Disabled Snow Removal Program to 
help provide assistance to residents in need.  
The office will try to connect seniors with 
residents willing to provide the services.  A 
fee would be negotiated and agreed upon 
before the work would begin.  This is a great 
way for students to earn a little extra money 

during the winter months.  Adults with access 
to snow removal equipment for larger jobs 
may also be needed.  For more information, 
call 732-390-2920.

Happy 
Valentines
Day
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Pearl Harbor Day Service-Color Guard members of American Legion Lenape Post No. 211 
and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No. 4699 are pictured marching from the American 
Legion to the Sayreville Municipal Building for the Pearl Harbor Day Service which was 
held in front of the Municipal Building on Main Street. 

South Amboy 2025!

Cat Rabies Clinic
The City of South Amboy will hold a 

Cat Rabies Clinic on Tuesday, Feb. 19 at 
Mechanicsville Hose Co. on Raritan St. 
from 6-8:30 p.m.

Senior Center Planners
Club; Mar.-Wed. Club; May-Thurs. Club; 
Jul.-St. Stan’s Club; Sept.-Leisure Club; 
Nov.-A.A.R.P.; Jan. 2009-Asian-American 
Club. 

Based on the City’s prime location as 
a transportation hub and good municipal 
planning, South Amboy will enter a Re-
naissance Period.  Because of the steady 
increase of the world price of oil (and some 
huge increases during crisis periods) Central 
Jersey commuters will find South Amboy a 
logical (and very pleasant) place to reside.  
Therefore, there will be a corresponding rise 
in real estate values.

Many Manhattan resident/workers 
overwhelmed by their exorbitant rental 
costs will shift to South Amboy also.  (South 
Amboy’s rentals and home ownership will 
be a great value to these folks)!  The Fed-
eral Government will finally act to alleviate 
the horrendous traffic problem in crowded 
Central NJ-the densest population center in 
the entire U.S.!

A Hi-Speed Hydrofoil Ferry system 
between South Amboy and Manhattan will 
be established.  These ferries will be the type 
used in Great Britain and Japan, carrying 
hundreds of passengers at a reasonable price 
(subsidized by the Federal Government).  A 
Monorail Network atop the current freight 
railway will go into operation right through 
the heart of Central Jersey suburbia (sub-
sidized by the Federal Government) with 
stations in Monroe; Jamesburg; Helmetta; 
Spotswood; Old Bridge and Parlin, ending 
at the railroad and ferry terminals in South 
Amboy.  This Monorail will be a quiet, 
computerized entity, similar to those pres-
ently servicing Newark Airport and JFK 
Airport.  It will be immensely popular with 
commuters!

Centrification Will Hit South Amboy 
Big Time! 

Because of the influx of well-to-do 
residents, there will be a demand for upscale 
restaurants and drinking establishments.  An 
“Art Type” movie theater will open, and 
an off-Broadway theater also.  Convenient 
transportation via the Monorail will make 
these upscale attractions available to the 
people residing in the outlying suburbs, 
releasing them from the worry of parking 
and driving after “imbibing” some beverages 
while being “on-the-town” in old South Am-
boy.  “No worries” all the way!  Many other 
attractions will bloom in South Amboy, e.g., 
a nature walk in the undeveloped (Sayreville) 
area adjoining the County Park; a municipal 
boat club/marina; a large swimming pool/
gymnasium equipped YMCA; and finally, a 
major hospital will open a branch facility at 
the “Always ready-sincerely missed” former 
South Amboy Memorial Hospital site.

Rigid control of graffiti and other anti-
social activities will be in effect, thereby 
emphasizing South Amboy’s reputation as 
a relatively crime-free community.  Because 
of all of these positive features in South 
Amboy, Rutgers University will open a 
satellite branch in proximity to the existing 
high school area.  A very nice campus in-
deed, compared to New Brunswick, Newark 
or Camden!

All of the foregoing will be based on 
the 3 main Real Estate principals: Loca-
tion-Location-Location, and a cooperative, 
forward thinking City populace.  Welcome 
to the future!  

Tempora Mutantur, Nos Et Mutamur 
In Illis (The times are changing, and we are 
changing with them).

St. Stan’s Catholic Schools Week 
Schedule

Sun. Jan. 27- School Wide Mass at 9 
a.m.-Begins this years’ Catholic Schools 
Week.  This years’ Catholic Schools theme 
is “Light The Way,” and it will be reflected 
during the Mass.  Afterwards, the public is 
invited to attend an Open House and Fall 
Registration (11 a.m.-1 p.m.) at the school.  
Tour the school, meet faculty, staff, and 
Home School Association (HSA) parents.  
Student representatives of the after-school 
clubs will present display tables and answer 
questions about these exciting activities.  Fall 
registration will be accepted, beginning  for 
PK-grade 8.  Openings are limited.  Mon. 
Jan. 28-Sports Day- we celebrate God’s gifts 
by participating .  Students will participate 
in sports and athletic activities beginning 
at 9 a.m.  School parents are welcome to 
join us.  Tues. Jan. 29-Excellence In Edu-
cation- celebrate at a special “Quiz Bowl” 

assembly for the entire student body.  Wed. 
Jan. 30- Student Appreciation Day-Students 
will enjoy a movie and refreshments courtesy 
of our (HSA).  Thurs. Jan. 31-Open House- 
from 10-11 a.m.  St. Stan’s welcomes the 
public to view excellence in education in 
our classrooms.  Afterward, students will 
enjoy a pizza lunch, courtesy of our (HSA).  
Fri. Feb. 1-Teacher Appreciation Day-begins 
with a Rededication ceremony.  Grade 8 
students will share their academic skills as 
student teachers.

St. Stanislaus Kostka School, an Ac-
celerated Reading and Math School, invites 
families of prospective students as well as 
our school community to view our many 
exciting programs and activities during the 
Open House on Sun., Jan. 27, and Thurs. 
Jan. 31.  Fall registration will be accepted 
beginning with our Open House on Sun., 
Jan. 27 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

The Sayreville Senior Center Plan-
ners have announced the meeting dates for 
2008:

Jan. 30; Feb. 27; Mar. 26; Apr. 30; May 
28; June 25; Jul. & Aug.-No scheduled 
meetings; Sept. 24; Oct. 22 (4th Wed.); Nov. 
26; Dec.-No scheduled meeting.  Planners 
meetings are held on the last Wed. of the 
month at the Senior Center at 10 a.m.  Senior 
Citizen Day-Wed. May 21; Halloween Party-
Wed. Oct. 29.  Food Donations-Jan.-Tues. 

By Frank Hunt
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Tom Ryan (r), owner of Sure Hit Home Improvements is congratulated by his son, Matthew 
(l) on the 40th Anniversary of his outstanding local business.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Sure Hit Home Improvements: 
Celebrating 40 Years Of Excellence

By Tom Burkard
Tom Ryan, a lifetime South Amboy 

resident always loved carpentry and building 
things.  As a Hoffman High School senior 
in the Class of 1959, he listed carpenter 
as his ambition after graduation, and went 
on to pursue his dream, when he went to 
work for a Carteret framing contractor for 
two years, and then for well-known local 
contractor Jim Coan for eight years.  Coan 
retired, and Ryan started his own Sure Hit 
Home Improvements business in 1968.  How 
many people can say that they went on to 
achieve their high school ambitions and 
dreams?  Most have gone to work in totally 
different career fields.

Ryan recalled growing up in South 
Amboy, playing baseball and basketball “all 
the time,” and also being a member of the 
first Protection Little League baseball team 
in 1952, the League’s premier season.  He 
said that his best memories are of “Hanging 
around with the same bunch of guys from the 
lower grades through high school, Jack Mc-
Cabe, Donnie Kohler, Charlie Nonnemacher, 
Charlie Conroy and Frankie Brennan.”

Tom recalled how he came up with the 
very impressive name of Sure Hit Home 
Improvements, “In my first week in busi-
ness, I called it Ryan Home Improvements, 
but I never liked the sound.”  For a logo, he 
envisioned a hammer striking a nail, and 
one night  thought, “That would be a sure 
hit, and that’s how it came about,” he said.  
His buddy, Denny Quinlan’s friend, Bill 
Durant actually designed the original logo 
from Tom’s specifications for a brand new 
1968 Chevy truck.

Sure Hit has done so much work in the 
local communities over the last 40 years, 
and Ryan says, “85% of my work has been 
in South Amboy.”  He has done all types of 
work for banks, churches, judges and at-
torneys.  “I ran the gamut.  We’ve worked 
for the wealthy and people who saved up in 
their Christmas Clubs to have us do work for 
them.  I’ve worked for the not too wealthy 
to the very wealthy people, and treated them 
all the same,” Ryan stated.  

Offering a large variety of specialties in 
the home improvements area, he said that, 
“My first love is building cabinets.  I build 
them from scratch, but we offer many ser-
vices such as additions, bathrooms, kitchens, 
decks.  We do everything.”

Sure Hit Home Improvements has spon-
sored baseball and softball teams throughout 
the  years, and the 2007 Men’s softball team 
won two championships.  Ryan also recalled 
Sure Hit’s first championship in the South 
Amboy Babe Ruth League in 1971, under the 
coaching genius of Joe Krzyzkowski.

In 1974, Tom and his wife Shirley 
organized Jack McKeon Day at Yankee 
Stadium to honor hometown hero Jack 
McKeon, who was in his first year as major 
league manager of the Kansas City Royals.  
“When he became manager, we decided to 
honor him,” Tom said.  It’s interesting to note 
that Sure Hit’s second customer-ever was 
Marge Gorczyca, Jack’s sister, and his third 
customer was Mrs. McKeon, the manager’s 
mother.  South Amboy barber, Bob Stary of 
Bob’s Barber Shop hired Tom for Sure Hit’s 
first home improvement job.

Ryan said that the thing he enjoys 
most about his business is the fact that “I’m 
always in town and never had to fight the 
traffic.”  He is very dedicated and takes 

great pride in his work.  “I’m most proud 
of doing work for people and realizing I 
was affordable and they could get the job 
done.   My prices were affordable to them, 
right in the pocketbook range.  I was always 
competitive, rock-bottom, and I’d work with 
the people.”  The hard-working gentleman 
said that he “Used to feel guilty when I took 
a Saturday off to take my wife Shirley and 
boys Tommy and Matty on day trips.  I’d see 
other contractors, Johnny King and Kenny 
Rogers working, and thought I should be 
working.  Now I don’t feel guilty if I want 
to take off, just bored.” Despite a very busy 
schedule, Tom finds time for his hobby of 
collecting Little Abner and also1939/1940 
New York World’s Fair items.  

Why has Sure Hit succeeded and so 
many others failed over the last 40 years?  
What’s your secret, Tom?  “I’m always 
honest to the people, and competitive.  I 
always thought that I was in their price range, 
whether a million dollars or a hundred dol-
lars.  I treat everybody the same,” he said.

Tom talked about the differences today 
from yesteryear.  “There’s a big difference 
in tools today.  Years ago, we didn’t have 
air tools or battery-operated screwdrivers.  
Before, everything was done by hand.  Most 
younger guys today don’t know how to do 
it by hand.  They wouldn’t know how to 
sharpen a handsaw.  They’d throw it away 
and buy a new one because it’s only $8 now.  
We’d sharpen them.”

Ryan said that “The competition in 
this field has always been about the same 
amount.  The longevity is not there.”  That 
is truly an understatement.  How many home 
improvement businesses can you think of 
that have been successful for 40 years?  
Even 20?  This is really a testimony about 
the quality of work that Sure Hit performs 
on its jobs.  Tom said that, “40 years went 
by so fast, and I truly enjoyed the work I’ve 
been doing.  When you do a larger job and 
it’s time to leave, you feel like you’re a part 
of the family.  People offer you coffee or tea, 
and sometimes breakfast.  You intermingle.  
When you start the job, you call them Mr. 
and Mrs., and by the time you’re finished, 
you call them Joan and Jack.  Someone once 
said, that if you enjoy what you’re doing, 
you never worked a day in your life.”

Tom and his Sure Hit Home Improve-
ments crew have worked on countless homes 
in South Amboy through the years, and he 
said, “I’ll bet you that if I walked on each 
street, there’s a house that I’ve worked on.”  
Truly amazing!

He is very proud of his Sure Hit logo, 
and said that “People who saw that logo on 
the truck and needed to get something done 
on their homes, would think of the logo.  
Many adults today remember that logo from 
when they were kids.  They remember the 
truck riding by.”

The hard work and dedication theme 
keeps coming up in this story, and that 
seems to be the key to Tom’s highly suc-
cessful career.  “I don’t think I missed 3 or 
4 months combined work in the 40 years,” 
he said.  “The City has been good to me, and 
God has been good to me and my family.”  
He’s always been busy and that certainly is 
a mark of excellence.  Congratulations, Tom 
and Sure Hit Home Improvements on your 
40th Anniversary in business, and a highly 
successful career! 
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Jon Bon Jovi performs at the recent Hope III Concert at Count Basie Theatre. (Photos by 
Tom Burkard)  See More Bon Jovi on page 23.

#1 Pop Hits-Jan. 
19th
2003-Lose Yourself-Eminem
1998-Truly Madly Deeply-Savage Garden
1988-Got My Mind Set On You-George 
Harrison
1978-Baby Come Back-Player
1968-Hello Goodbye-The Beatles
1958-At The Hop-Danny & The Juniors
1948-How Soon?

#1 Country Hits-
Jan. 19th
1993-Somewhere Other Than The Night-
Garth Brooks
1983-Going Where The Lonely Go-Merle 
Haggard
1973-She’s Got To Be A Saint-Ray Price
1963-The Ballad Of Jed Clampett-Flatt & 
Scruggs
1953-Midnight-Red Foley
1946-You Will Have To Pay-Tex Ritter

New Music
By Phil Rainone

R&R MUSIC-DJ  732-316-9447
VAN MORRISON- Still on Top- The 

Greatest  Hits  (Universal)
Van The Man gives us more of the best 

from his long and winding career. Starting 
with his 1st band  Them, a blast of psychedelic 
rock & roll is felt on songs like “Gloria” &  
“Here Comes the Night.” Then, into early 
solo numbers like “Moondance,”  “Crazy 
Love,” and  rockers you know by heart like, 
“Domino” and “Wild Night.”  Van does 
his best soulful strut on the optimistically 
beautiful, “Bright of  the Road” and the 
heavenly, “Days  Like  This.” 21 of his best, 
leaving you waiting for his entire catalog to 
be remastered!

Cootest song in the world, this week: 
“Real  Real Gone.” A  raw gem in stellar 
musical crown of diamonds.

Emerson, Lake and Palmer- Works Vo. 
1 & 2   (Shout! Factory)

“Works opened the flood gates for 
EL&P and their fans. Coming off one of the 
best albums to date “Brain salad Surgery,” 
the band created an album (3 CD’s) of solo 
and band material that focused on “the sum 
of the parts, equaling the whole,” musical 
vibe. Opening with Emerson’s mesmerizing 
“Piano Concerto” than veering into Lake’s 
unmatched vocal prowess (“C’est  La Vie,’ 
and “Close to Believing,” are high points).  
Not to be outdone Palmer comes into his 
own on “LA Nights” and the inventive, 
“New Orleans.” The trio end the 2nd disc 
with “Pirates” and the extraordinary  prog. 
rocker, “Fanfare…” Shout! Factory has put 
maximum TLC into the sound quality and the 
stellar assortment of of  outtakes and singles. 
The rock/ragtime “Tiger in the Spotlight,” 
reflects the artfulness of the song,  ELP’s vast 
influences, and on how they made “magnum 
opus.” Songs about love, alienation, medita-
tion, and memorable lyrics about personal 
and global (“Father Christmas”), are still 
consistently energizing. This is the work of 
major artists digging deep and trusting their 
instincts. ELP are one of the primal influences 
of 60’s/70’s progressive rock!   

Music Trivia
Songs Recorded By Locals

By Tom Burkard
1.__The Call of The Wild a.Brian O’Connor
2.__Amber In The Clay b.The Paul Dehnz Band
3.__Fallen Angels c.Makara
4.__It’s A Wonderful Life d.Skid Row
5.__Songman e.Jerry Smith
6.__Comfortable f. Davie Gayle
7.__The Corvette Lady g.Jessica DeFino
8.__18 & Life h.The Gayles
9.__Lost Highway i.Greg Evigan
10._Shed A Little Tear j.Tommy Buck & Tennessee
11._City Cowboy k.Bon Jovi
12._Money Grabbin’ Woman l.The Lincoln Conspiracy
13._Oh Lord m.The Invaders
14._Back Beat n.Rainmaker
15._Hollywood Dreams o.The Rondells
16._Steel & Diamonds p.John Bongiovi

Answers
1c 2f 3i 4a 5h 6g 7l 8d 9k 10b11j 12e 13m 14o 15p 16n.

Confessions – Bon Jovi And The Extra 
Back 

Extra Back- term referring to the 
specific geographical location of the then 
undeveloped  and barren Nike Base Landfill 
on the banks of the Raritan Bay in South 
Amboy, NJ used for unsupervised recre-
ational activities by the youths of that time. 
The expression was coined in the late 
50’s, early 60’s by either Dusk O’Leary, 
Brian Flanigan, Gary Rea, or a combina-
tion of all three popular linguists of the day. 
Etymology- “Extra“- meaning more than is 
necessary; “back”- meaning an extremely 
remote area , as in The Outback of central 
Australia (see Outback Steakhouse).

 It was in the late eighties or early nine-
ties. You know one of those 
lazy, bad weather Sunday 
TV afternoons following 
the Super Bowl when good 
TV sports are at their na-
dir, and it’s a crapshoot to 
find anything stimulating 
enough to help take the sting 
out of the weltschmertz 
generated by contemplat-
ing the Monday morning’s 
return to work. I flicked my 
TV remote in the rhythmic, 
manic method of the truly 
depressed eventually coming to the then im-
mensely popular MTV, and there was Sayre-
ville’s own immensely popular Jon Bon Jovi. 
giving the gratuitous in-depth interview about 
his newly exploding career to Kurt Loder, 
then the channel’s resident tele-journalist.. 
 They began showing what appeared to be 
an old fashioned, grainy Super 8MM home 
movie type film of a scene seemingly roughly 
and amateurishly shot from the inside of a 
bouncing car as it traveled through some 
suburban New Jersey streets with the singer 
providing a voice over explaining some 
aspect of what the flickering video was 
showing. Half listening and becoming con-
vinced my search for viewing deliverance 

would be better served elsewhere, I was just 
about to move on when to my amazement 
I thought I heard Bon Jovi say something 
like, “blah blah blah… WAS CALLED 
THE EXTRA BACK… blah blah blah blah” 
“WHAT….WHAT WAS THAT?”   THE 
EXTRA BACK…DID HE JUST MEN-
TION THE SOUTH AMBOY EXTRA BACK 
ON MTV???” MY GOD, IT WAS LIKE THE 
BEATLES MENTIONING PENNY LANE!! 
 I immediately sat up on the couch my 
head turning towards the TV screen like an 
infielder looking the runner back to second 
base; hoping really that I had been mistaken 
and somehow had misheard what was said, 

because there was no 
way I could have heard 
what I thought I heard. 
Then Bon Jovi continued 
on, “Yes, when we were 
young we used to go to 
the EXTRA BACK when 
we wanted to party. “ 
 I was totally taken 
aback. Not that what he 
was saying was so odd; 
South Amboy has long 
been and continues to 
be the destination for 

people from the hinterlands for fun on a 
Saturday night. However,  the extremely 
local and indigenous geographical term 
“EXTRA BACK” was a 100% South 
Amboy expression , 100% invented by 
my friends of long ago, and now that same 
South Amboyism was being introduced 
into the world lexicon by the hottest 
Rock n’ Roller on the planet. Amazing. 
 I was flabbergasted, and did what I normally 
did when I needed help coming to grips with 
some sling or arrow of outrageous fortune, 
or a happenstance too bizarre to comprehend   
…I called Teddy Wallace.

The Ghost
NEXT TIME -  ZIZZLE……….MORE 

SOUTH AMBOYISMS   

Bon Jovi contin-
ued on, “Yes, when 
we were young we 
used to go to the 
EXTRA BACK 

when we wanted to 
party. “

The

EXTRA BACK

Today
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By Tom BurkardThe Local Sports (As of Jan. 9, 2008)

Boys Basketball
Sayreville (8-1) The High Point Holiday 

Tournament champions have an extremely 
talented club this year.  Big scorers for sec-
ond-year Coach Shawn Currie are Ricky 
Harding (#5 in the county with a 18.0 avg.), 
Chris Matagrano (11.8 avg.), Paul DeLa-
Costa (11.3 avg.).  Also contributing in a 
big way are James DeMild, Lavone Graham, 
and Glenn Cannon.

South Amboy (7-2) The South Amboy 
Holiday Tourney champions have one of 
the school’s best clubs in years under Coach 
George Krzyanowski.  Mark Simko (#3 in the 
county with a 24.3 avg.), and Larry Lenahan 
(#11 in the county with a 13.8 avg.), are the 
scoring aces, and soph Joe Charmello, Co-
lin Krzyzanowski and Steve Poltritzky are 
always contributing in a big way.

Cardinal McCarrick (6-3) Coach Joe 
Lewis’ Eagles have one of the toughest 
schedules in the county, but are playing 
fine basketball lately.  Scoring wizard, Mike 
Burwell (#2 in the county with a 29.1 avg.), 
has had 3 games of 40 points or more, with 
his highest a 44-point showing against JFK.  
George Krzyzanowski’s 36-year old school 
record of 50 points in a game, could possibly 
be shattered by this talented hoopster.  Julio 
Rosario (#7 in the county with a 15.5 avg.), 
and Brenton Widgeon have also contributed 
to the Eagles.
Girls Basketball

Cardinal McCarrick (8-1) 1,000 point 
club member, Lauren Zarantonello (#11 in 
the county with a 14.7 avg.), is also the top 
rebounder, and gets all kinds of support 
from a cast that includes Jacinda Dunbar, 
playmaker Chrissy Keir, Jess Costa, fresh-
man Olivia Gorczynski, Patty Langan, and 
many others.  Coach Lynn Ust has once 
again assembled one of the best teams in 
Middlesex County this season.

South Amboy (6-1) The Lady Guvs 
are paced by the high-scoring, all-around 
inspired play of Katey Charmello (#3 in the 
county with a 20.0 avg).  Also turning in 
superb performances are Lindsay Polak (12.8 
avg.), Jen Braun, and Courtney Hulsart.

Sayreville (3-5) Jessica Kitrys (#10 in 
the county with a 14.9 avg.), Jacqie Ciak, 
Lanie Andrews, and Heather Roy have 
been playing excellent basketball for the 
Bombers.
Wrestling

Sayreville (8-2) It looks like another 
outstanding season for the talented, and very 
well-coached Bombers.  This teams comes 
ready for battle against anyone.  Some of the 
quick pin artists recently have been Manny 
Santiago, Mike Deluco, Kyle Anderson, Pat 
Ronan, Ramon Santiago, Noel Santiago, and 
Nick Boulton.  The sky is the limit for this 
super team!
Boys Bowling

Sayreville (7-1-1) The entire team is 
loaded with talent, with Marcin Golebiowski 
(#17 in the county with a 206 avg.), Matt 
Walczak (204 avg.), Matt Wasielewski,  
Camryn Nieves, and  leading the way.

Cardinal McCarrick (5-1) Brian Hentz, 
(#12 in the county with a 208 avg.), Vincent 
Bath, Chris DeGeorge, and Matt Misiewicz 
have led the Eagles so far.

South Amboy (2-3) Eric Oppenheimer 
has excelled, and receives lots of support 
from Kyle Ravaioli, Steve Colburn, Joe 
Keegan and Kevin Riley.
Girls Bowling

Cardinal McCarrick (5-1) This tal-
ented squad is led by Nicole Baginsky (#6 
in the county with a 187 avg.), and Tina 
Berlingieri.

Sayreville (4-3-1) Kristin Olesky, Katie 
Cavanaugh, Lee Ann Cerbone, Stephanie 
Bisaha, and Carol Sharrouf have bowled 
very well.

South Amboy (0-6) Lynn Bloodgood, 
Alexa Hess, and Nargis Akthan have been 
the Purple & Gold’s best bowlers so far.
Boys Indoor Track

Sayreville (0-1) Cravino looks good 
throwing the shotput.
Girls Indoor Track

Sayreville (0-1) Lost its only contest to 
Edison, 41-21.
Boys Swimming

Sayreville (0-4) Alex Ratajczyk has 
been fabulous in the 50 and 100 Freestyle.  
Looking good in 200 Freestyle Relays is the 
team of R. Behr, J. Calanari, R. Masterson 
and Ratajczyk.
Girls Swimming

Sayreville (0-3) Top swimmers are 
Maureen and Shannon McKenna, Rachel 
Lutz, Dana Quinn.

Cardinal McCarrick’s Lauren Zarantonello 
drives in for a layup to score her 
historic1,000th point recently as the Lady 
Eagles defeated Middlesex, 59-44.  (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)

Jabbe Played For 
Irish

Sayreville’s Junior Jabbe saw limited 
action with Notre Dame’s “Fighting Irish” 
football club this season.  In 11 games, the 
running back and special teams’ player 
carried the ball 10 times for 35 yards, and 
returned 3 kicks for 40 yards, and registered 
5 tackles. 

Gagnon Cops 2nd
Swimmer Ashley Gagnon of South Am-

boy took 2nd place in the 100 butterfly event 
as Rowan trimmed Salisbury State 152-110.  
She also finished 3rd in the 400 individual 
medley at the Rowan Cup Races.  Ashley is 
a graduate of Middlesex County Academy, 
and currently a soph at Rowan.

1,000 Point Club
Cardinal McCarrick High School’s 

Lauren Zarantonello recently joined the 
elite 1,000 point scorers club.  She became 
the 8th Lady Eagle in St. Mary’s/Cardinal 
McCarrick history to reach this milestone.  
The Club members and year the feat was 
accomplished: Kathy Redling (1978) Sue 
Wilson (1979) Mary Jean Sibilia (1984) 
Janine Barella (1989) Jo Ellen Paczkowski 
(1991) Kaitlyn Katko (2001) Jessica Pruiti 
(2007) Lauren Zarantonello (2008).

Guvs Win SA 
Tourney

The talented South Amboy Governors 
boys’ basketball team, under the guidance 
of Coach George Krzyzanowski captured its 
own South Amboy Holiday Tournament, by 
blasting Keansburg, 57-44.  Mark Simko led 
the way with 22 points, followed by Larry 
Lenahan 18, and soph, Joe Charmello 9.  
All three were selected to the All-Tourna-
ment Team.

Bombers Cop High 
Bridge Crown

Led by 6-9 senior, Chris Matagrano, the 
Sayreville boys’ basketball club walloped 
Woodbridge, 80-68 to capture the High 
Bridge Holiday Tournament championship.  
Matagrano excelled in all phases of the game, 
pouring in 28 points, ripping 15 rebounds, 
and blocking 5 shots to top the Bombers.  
Ricky Harding pumped in 25 points, dished 
out 7 assists, and had 5 rebounds.  Lavone 
Graham added 12 points.  Matagrano and 
Harding were chosen to the All-Tourna-
ment Team.

Hoehman Coaches 
Vikings

Joe Hoehman, who played basketball for 
Hoffman High in the 1990’s, is in his first 
year as varsity basketball coach of the South 
Brunswick High School boys’ basketball 
team.  Best of luck, Joe!

Sayreville Shocks 
Brearley

Sayreville’s talented wrestling squad 
pulled a major upset at the David Brearley 
Duals, by defeating host club, Brearley, 
38-22.  The victory marked the first time 
in history that the Bombers have beaten a 
Gannett NJ Top 20 team, as Brearley was 
ranked #10.  Kyle Anderson, wrestling at 
103 lbs. had the Blue & Gray’s quickest pin 
in well under a minute.

Football Honors
Sayreville’s junior tackle, Tyler Daniel-

son was an All-Middlesex 1st Team selec-
tion by The Star Ledger, and also 2nd Team 
All-State in Group 4.  Teammate Reinaldo 
Rodriguez was an All-Middlesex 1st Team 
pick.  Congratulations!

Rosario Stars At 
Stonehill

Vince Rosario, St. Mary’s/Cardinal 
McCarrick’s All-Time Scoring King has 
been having a fine freshman year on the 
Stonehill College varsity basketball team 
in Massachusetts.

He has been used as a “sixth man” 
and is 4th on the team with a scoring avg. 
of 10.5.  Vince is also #3 in 3-point field 
goals, and also steals.  His high game is 17 
for Stonehill, now (9-6).

More 1,000 Point 
Members
Boys

Sayreville-Steve Makwinski 1,546 Jeff 
Osowski 1,421 Marcin Ziobron 1,416 Dan 
Ogborne 1,300 Ron Kuran 1,238 Ralph 
Novak 1,087 Leland Norris?.

Hoffman/South Amboy-Ed Behnen 
1,993 Curt Wood 1,630 Billy Clayton ? Gary 
Lange? Bob Clayton? Frank Kuziemski? 
Peter Smith? Gary Kuhn? Nick Shaw? Brian 
Seres? Joe Bartlinski?.

St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick-Vince 
Rosario 1,946 George Krzyzanowski 1,592 
Kevin Oliveri 1,078 Kevin Burns 1,052 
Rob Zaleski 1,022 Dan Blaha 1,008 Mike 
Burwell ?
Girls

Sayreville-Rhonda Rompola 1,608 
Cindy Allman?.

Hoffman/South Amboy-Lynn Ust 2,191 
Kris Kuziemski 2,072 Tricia Popowski 1,111 
Chris Dill ?  Jamie White?  Sue Check?  
Nancy Garsick?  Jen Kuziemski?  Jen Ing-
strup?  Kristy Parfianowicz?  Kim Peterson?  
Regan Rone?  Kiersten McCarthy?  Katey 
Charmello?

*If anyone can fill in the question marks, 
please let us know.  Thanks.

SUPPORT 
OUR LOCAL 

SCHOOL 
TEAMS
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The Local Sports Memory Machine

Glory Days In 
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

By Tom Burkard

The Sports Archives

1969 Powerhouse-This St. Mary’s Eagles basketball team is one of the greatest in school 
history, finishing with a standout (21-4) record under rookie Coach Don Coveleski, who 
only coached one year at the school.  Pictured bottom row (l-r) John Ammon, Tom Grabert, 
Nick Charmello, John Clark, Doug Sprague, Mark Bratus, co-captain.  Top row (l-r) George 
Krzyzanowski, Bob “Rex” Paulukiewicz, Bob Howarth, Jim Day, Ted Krzyzanowski, Jim 
McCloud, co-captain, and Coach Coveleski.

1946-St. Mary’s annihilated 
Rutgers Prep, 55-21 in basketball.  
Reggie Carney and Dan Fuller 
paved the way with 12 points 
apiece.  1951-John Kovaleski 

connected on 2 free throws and 
a technical foul to give Hoff-
man a thrilling 57-55 victory 

over Leonardo.  Marvin Wood was high 
scorer with 16 points, followed by Kovaleski 
14 and Charlie Koerner 13 points.  1956-
Keyport topped Hoffman, 86-82 in basketball 
play.  Frank Kitchen was the Guvs’ leading 
scorer with 18 points, followed by Pat Mc-
Cue and Madeline with 14 tallies apiece.  
1962-St. Rose, paced by the great Bob Verga 
pounded St. Mary’s, 88-73.  Verga, who went 
on to star at Duke and also in the ABA fired 
in 36 points.  Joe Jankowski led SM with 
20.  1971-Edison downed St. Mary’s girls 
track team, 52 1/2-33 1/2.  Saints’ winners 
were 880-Kathy Grabko; 50 Yd. Dash-Rose 
Lasher, 2nd place-Marianne Balog; Shot 
Put-Paula Grabko; 440-Kathy Birmingham.  
1980-Sayreville defeated East Brunswick, 
77-68 in boys’ hoops action.  Ralph Novak 
was high point getter with 24, followed 
by Rick Garbowski 15, John Tarnacki 12, 
and Tom Callahan 12 points.  1995-The 
Bombers football squad plastered North 
Brunswick, 28-0.  Dustin Kemple scored 
on two, 7 yd. touchdown runs, Omar Joseph 
raced 63-yards for a TD, and John Nuber 
added a 3-yard TD jaunt.   2002-Sayreville 
girls cross country raced by JP Stevens, 
19-41.  Nicole Knight captured 1st place, 
Ashley Zakrzewski was 2nd, and Allison 
Comerford 3rd.

 Sport-Basketball
Year-1950
Teams-Sayreville vs. Hoffman
Recap-In a hard-fought battle, the Bombers 
dropped the Guvs, 55-44.  Charlie Kola-
kowski poured in 17 points and Vic Krolik 
15 for Sayreville.  Marvin Wood took game 
scoring laurels with 18 points for Hoffman, 
and teammate John Ciol scored 10.
MVP-Charlie Kolakowski

55 Years Ago
1953-The Evening News selected 

Joe Rudy of Sayreville and Jim Inman of 
Hoffman to its All-County Basketball First 
Team.

35 Years Ago
South Amboy Men’s Senior 
Basketball League

1973-The leading scorers in the South 
Amboy Men’s Senior Basketball League and 
their teams were: Pillar’s-Mark Abbatiello 94 
points, Ed Campbell 10.1 avg.; South Amboy 
A.A.-George Ogborne 160, Ed Paczkowski 
13.9; Poncho’s Pilots-Gene Cross 157, Bob 
Howarth 13.4; Hot Dog City-Gene Lopez 84, 
Tom Pristavec 12.3; Mike’s Corner-Danny 
Paone 153, 15.3; English Chevron-Gary 
Lange 241, 20.1; Halfway House-Mark 
Jendrzejewski 272, 22.8; White Eagle-Joe 
Zailski 137, 12.5; Bay City Liquors-Doug 
Buckalew 195, 16.3; Highlanders-Jim Crod-
dick 139, 17.3; Far Out Trucking-Greg Hav-
lusch 220, 18.3; The Bowery-Tom Boychuk 
184, 16.8; Mountaineer Construction-Billy 
Clayton 200, 18.2.

1945 Sayreville 
Bombers

The Bombers basketball squad of ‘45 
had a very tough season, finishing with a 
(4-17) mark.  Ed Pasternak was top scorer 
with 118 points, and he was followed by Gus 
Dill with 110 points, and Ed Boyler finished 
third with 93 tallies.  The rest of the scoring 
for the year: Jim Callahan 82, Al Mytnick 
50, Johnny Johansen 29, Ray Miklos 22, 
Charles Derent 18, Ed Jastrebski 11, John 
Buczek 11, John Wojcik 10, Joe Kuchta 5, 
Syslo 2.

C.Y.O. Days
1954-St. Mary’s 8th Grade basketball 

team annihilated St. Mary’s of New Bruns-
wick, 80-31.  John Phillips paced SM with 28 
points, followed by Bob “Rock” Stader 21, 
and Tom “Tex” Leonard 12 tallies.  1978-Sa-
cred Heart blasted Immaculate Conception, 
52-26.  Matt Lodzinski scored 11 points and 
ripped 12 rebounds, while teammates Bob 
Nebus (15 rebounds), and Rick Wyzykowski 
(12 rebounds) dominated the boards.

City Series-15 
Years Ago

1993-St. Mary’s girls’ basketball team 
nipped Hoffman in a real nail-biter, 51-49.  
Trailing 49-45 with 2:00 minutes on the 
scoreboard, Jen Silvestri hit 2 big buckets 
to tie it at 49.   Soph Shannon Kemble then 
connected on the biggest shot of her career, 
a clutch, 15-foot jumper with 0:07 seconds 
left in the game to win it for the Saints.  Lady 
Guvs’ scoring machine, Kristy Parfianowicz 
topped all scorers with 26 points, while team-
mate Karen McNerny added 10.  Rosalie 
LaRosa scored 10 and grabbed 9 rebounds, 
and Silvestri tossed in 9 for the Saints.

25 Years Ago
Halfway House Won Title

1983-John’s Halfway House captured 
the South Amboy Men’s Senior Basketball 
League Playoff title by defeating Monaghan 
House, 62-49.  Dennis Larson turned in a 
stellar performance in the finale by pumping 
in 24 points and ripping 10 rebounds, to lead 
John’s to the crown, and cop the MVP of 
the playoff honor.  Joe Kolakowski scored 
11 points and hauled in 15 rebounds, and 
Frank Kuziemski 13 points for the champs.  
Monaghan’s was led by Tom Suau with 14 
points, rookie Joe Szaro who tossed in 10 
markers and grabbed 6 rebounds, while Wal-
ter “Wally” Nebus pulled down 8 bounds for 
Monaghan’s.  John’s Halfway House ended 
its very rare dream season with a perfect 
(16-0) overall record.

The Boxscore:
John’s Halfway House 62
Larson 24 Kuziemski 13 Kolakowski 

11 Jim Pavlonnis 5 Mike Downs 4 Jeff Ku-
sic 4 Stan “Rocky” Kusic 1 Bernie “Toby” 
Tabasko DNP.

Monaghan House 49
Suau 14 Szaro 10 Bob Besner 9 Marvin 

Wood 8 Nebus 4 Gary Shereyka 2 Greg 
Babulak 2.

Tourney Champs
1988-St. Mary’s 7th-8th Grade boys’ 

basketball team breezed to the Msgr. Sergel 
Basketball Tournament championship, by 
ripping host club, St. John Vianney of Colo-
nia, 42-28.  Joe Reilly came off the bench to 
lead the scoring attack with 10 points.

Corey DeBlis was selected the MVP of 
the tourney, and led the Little Eagles with 34 
points in 3 games.  Leo Cannon, who topped 
the team with 29 rebounds was chosen to 
the All-Tourney team along with DeBlis.  
The team was coached by Jim Cleary and 
Jim Pavlonnis.  Other key members on this 
classic team were: Tom Kelley, Joe Reilly, 
Chris Bratus, Al D’Agostino, Brian Noble, 
Matt Cannon, Anthony Olivieri, Danny 
Seaman, Michael Miccuci, John Chiarini, 
D.J. Salmon. 

1960’s Saturday 
Morning Basketball

Do you remember when South Amboy 
Recreation Director John Zdanewicz ran 
the South Amboy Little Fellows Basketball 
League on Saturday mornings at the Hoff-
man gym?  Following is a recap of several 
games:

Navy 22 UCLA 17-Dennis Anderson 
scored 12 points for Navy, while Jim Tingle 
and Marty O’Connor tossed in 6 apiece for 
UCLA

Notre Dame 43 Miami 40-Mike Pow-
ers led ND with 24.  Bill “Monk” Wozniak 
tossed in 17 and John “Skippy” Costanzo 
15 for Miami.

Seattle 31 Army 4-Ron Croddick took 
scoring laurels with 13 points, and Mike 
Boychuk scored 10.

Rutgers 35 Penn 8-Terry Healey poured 
in 20 points for Rutgers and Bob Morris had 
6 for Penn.

*The Final Standings
Rutgers 6-1; Miami 5-2; Navy 5-2; 

Notre Dame 4-3; UCLA 4-3; Seattle 3-4; 
Army 1-6; Penn 0-7.  

45 Years Ago
1963-Juliano’s captured 1st place in 

the Thursday Night Women’s League at 
Hill Lanes.  Sponsor Joe Juliano’s team 
consisted of Mildred Fox, Marcella Scully, 
Sue Reszkowski, Marion Mundy, Helen 
Borbely, Doris Reichenback.

65 Years Ago
1943-The Melrose AA baseball club 

finished (3-4) on the season.  Ed Meduski 
was selected MVP.

30 Years Ago
1978-St. Mary’s all-around sports su-

perstar, Kathy Redling became the first girl 
in school history to score 1,000 points.

20 Years Ago
1988-Hoffman High’s super-athlete, 

Krissy Kuziemski, a junior, joined the 
1,000 point scoring club in a 64-56 win 
over Sparta. 

Do You Remember?
1951-When Hoffman basketball stars 

Marvin Wood and Charlie Koerner finished 
first and second respectively in the Shore 
Conference scoring race.  Both players were 
All-State selections. 

Theismann Starred 
For South River

1962-Joe Theismann led the South 
River Little Knights to a 20-0 victory over 
the Edison Jets, to win the Central Jersey 
Pop Warner Football Federation champion-
ship.  Playing in a driving rain at Memorial 
Stadium in New Brunswick, Theismann 
unbelievably scored all of South River’s 
20 points.  He raced for touchdowns from 
10, 2, and 8 yards out, and also ran for both 
conversion points.  Both clubs entered the 
contest with identical (7-0-1) records, with 
the Little Knights being tied by Sacred Heart 
of New Brunswick.

Theismann went on to an illustrious 
football career at Notre Dame, the Canadian 
Football League (CFL), and finally with 
the Washington Redskins in the (NFL).  
He was also a very popular sportscaster on 
national TV.

The Cheerleaders
1959-The Sacred Heart CYO basket-

ball cheerleaders were: Mary Toris, Arline 
Klimek, Cora Ann Wilson, Carol Gorka, 
Marilee Ciszewski, Carol Malkiewicz, Mary 
Ann Wisniewski. 
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Congratulations to the Sciortino’s Men’s softball team of South Amboy for winning the Old 
Bridge Men’s Softball Fall League championship for the second consecutive year, in a league 
that fielded 23 teams.  The title game was played at Veterans Park in Old Bridge.
Pictured above are the players Top Row (l-r) Matt Ryan, Mike Walker, Travis McCray, Artie 
Laudien, Patrick Riporti, Steve Lopez, Chuck Prusakowski, Gary Aich, Bennie Maranzano, 
Tracy Chodkiewicz.  Bottom Row (l-r) Jim Jiminez, Patrick Kiernan.  Missing from photo-
Chuck Ford, Bob Prusakowski.

Holy Hours For 
Vocations

Parishes throughout the Diocese of 
Metuchen have been called on to focus their 
prayers on vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life.  Two monstrances, blessed 
by Pope Benedict XVI, will be circulated 
throughout the parishes of the diocese to be 
used in holy hours.  St. Mary Church will 
have Holy Hours for Vocations on Mon., Jan. 
28 from 5-7 p.m., with the regular Monday 
evening Novena and Mass to follow im-
mediately after at 7 p.m.

Bloustein  Scholars
South Amboy High School is proud to 

announce that this year’s Edward J. Bloustein 
Distinguished Scholars are: Suraj Rama, 
Rachel Resignato, and Chelsea Russell.  
These three individuals represent the high 
school’s best and brightest.  Because of their 
dedication and hard work, Rachel, Suraj, and 
Chelsea have achieved great academic suc-
cess and are the top three ranking students 
of the Class of 2008.  These talented young 
ladies and gentleman certainly plan on con-
tinuing their education, but exactly which 
institutions will be lucky enough to have 
them has yet to be determined.

The Distinguished Scholar Awards 
are administered by the Higher Education 
Student Assistance Authority (HESSA), an 
independent agency of the State of New 
Jersey.  The Bloustein award is a renewable 
merit based award of $1000 and can be used 
for up to four years of undergarduate study 
at a New Jersey college or university.  We 
at South Amboy High School are extremely 
proud of the accomplishments of these three 
students and wish to congratulate them on 
this prestigious recognition.

WORDS OF WISDOM
By Elaine Scott

“Make sure you keep a dime in your 
wallet, in case you ever need to make a 
phone call.”  That’s what my Aunt Marge 
had often told me when I was a very young 
teenager, and I always answered, “Okay,” as 
she handed me another dime.   Since she had 
never given a reason why I would need to 
make a call, I always spent all those dimes, 
instead.  Besides, at that time I didn’t even 
own a wallet.

I had spent most of my young life living 
with my Aunt Marge and Uncle Bill Slover, 
“on the other side of the hole-na-wall,” at 
417 Conover Street in Mechanicsville.  On 
one side lived the Kurtz family; on the other 
side were the Croddicks; behind us lived the 
Newcombs; and across the street was the 
playground, which had no fence enclosing 
it back then.  Next to the Croddicks, lived 
the Burkards, and next door to them were 
Mr. and Mrs. Manhattan.  The homes of the 
Wiesnewskis, Kokoszkas, and Mr. Creed 
were at the top of the street, which ended 
with the woods.  

The peacefulness inside the home was 
only shattered whenever my Uncle Bill  
needed to make a phone call, and as a very 
small child, I had dreaded him picking up 
the phone.   At that time, there were still 
party lines, with about three families shar-
ing the same line.  That was the cause of the 
problem, as my aunt and uncle had shared 
a party line with a woman who seemed 
to spend her life talking on the phone, or 
eavesdropping when she wasn’t.  So, each 
and every time he went to make a call, she’d 
be on there.  “Get off the d_mn phone!!”  
Yelling into the receiver, he’d slam the phone 
down hard, over and over again.  My Aunt 
Marge used to say, “Calm down, Bill,” but 
he never calmed down until long after he 
had finally been able to make his call.

Soon afterwards, party lines became 
obsolete; the area code of South Amboy 1 
changed to PA1; and switchboard operators 
had to look for other employment, as rotary 
dialing came into use.  Only the big, heavy, 
black phones, with their white-faced num-
bering, remained the same, along with the 
verbal warning, “Don’t tie up the line,” a 
legacy from the old party line days.  I think, 
my Uncle Bill must have missed his “invis-
ible adversary,” as he rarely had to make 
important calls after she was gone.

In the ‘50s, the one and only phone 
in a home was still for “important calls,” 
meaning it wasn’t for children.  For us, 
calling friends had meant taking a walk or 
a bike ride to their homes to call their names 
loudly from outside.  Most of the time, the 
phones were silent, but when they did ring, 
their shrill sound could be heard a couple 
of houses away.  Only those of us who had 
heard the old ring could understand just how 
loud and piercing the sound used to be.

In 1959, Princess Phones became avail-
able.  Coming in a choice of colors: white, 
beige, pink, blue, and turquoise, owning 
a Princess Phone was every young girl’s 

wish.  When those wishes came true, the rule 
of not “tying up the line” became a thing of 
the past.  By the time the Marvelettes sang 
their hit song, Beechwood 4-5789, in 1962, 
nothing or no one could keep any teenager 
from using a telephone.

In 1964, the push button phone came 
on the market.  By then, the old, heavy 
black phones in homes had been replaced 
by plastic models in red, green, white, or 
beige.  Nineteen years later, the first wire-
less phones, weighing 16 ounces and cost-
ing $3,500, were sold for commercial use.  
Our world as we had known it was about to 
change forever.

The days of party lines and telephone 
operators have long since gone.  The cen-
tury plus homes in the Mechanicsville I had 
known in my youth are still there, but their 
owners have changed.  Even the cost of a 
call from a phone booth rose 100% in 1982 
from a dime to 20 cents.  Then, again, those 
old time phone booths are gone, too.  Cell 
phones have now become a part of life, with 
special ones made just for children.  Yet, I 
can’t help but smile whenever I remember my 
Aunt Marge’s words of wisdom.  Following 
her advice, for a few decades I had always 
kept a dime in my wallet “just in case I ever 
needed to make a call.”

A special thanks to Eileen Salmon 
Nalepa for letting us know that her cousin, 
“Johnny” Jonap, son of the late Dr. Jonap, 
is a practicing attorney in Atlanta, Georgia.  
Eileen, who also shared Sister Labore’s first 
grade class in the K of C building after the 
high school had burned, is an RN, living 
with her husband in Colorado.  Her mom, 
Catherine Salmon, still residing in Morgan, 
sends articles from the SATimes to her.  This 
newspaper “really gets around.”

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted 
at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)

Morgan’s Bob Hospidor, who fought by the 
name of Bob Hossie is shown knocking down 
Dick Montenaros of Jamesburg in a boxing 
benefit for the Marine Corps League.  The 
battle between the two talented flyweights 
took place at the Liberty Ballroom in South 
River in 1953.  In 1955, Hossie, who was 
the 1954 NJ Golden Gloves Flyweight 
Champion, fought Pee Wee Pollard on 
Channel 7 TV, coast to coast on “Champions 
of Tomorrow” sponsored by Philly Cigars and 
hosted by Ray Arcel.   

Events At Dowdell
Come join us at the Dowdell Library of 

South Amboy (adjacent to High School) for 
these upcoming Youth Service events! 

BINGO will take place on Friday, Janu-
ary 4th - at 3:30 pm for ages 5 +.

The Creation Station takes place on 
January 10th at 6:30 pm. Come in and create 
friendship bracelets.

Attention all Artists and Art Lovers! 
Come in and display your’s, or a favorite 
artist’s artwork on January 12th at 1 pm.   
Artwork will have a children’s viewing 
audience. 

Tot Time is back on January 21st and 
28th at 11:00 am.  There will be Storytime 
for ages 3-5 - at 3:30 pm on January 9th, 
16th and 23rd. There will be a Story and 
Craft hour for ages 5 and up - at 3:30 pm on 
January 11th, 18th and 25th. Monday Movie 
Night will take place on January 14th and 
we will be showing Harry Potter and the 
Order of the Phoenix (Rated PG-13) at 6 
p.m.  Come dressed up as a favorite Harry 
Potter character, or in your pajamas! Bring a 
pillow and blanket to lounge out. While you 
are here  enjoy some yummy “butter beer” 
and delicious Bertie Bott’s jelly beans! 

The Knitting Circle will be meeting on 
January 8th and 22nd - at 6:30 pm. Learn 
from a friendly instructor and begin a brand 
new hobby! 

DON’T MISS THIS CONTEST!  Our 
new Avatar creator software will be installed 
soon, so let your imagination run! While 
in the library or at home create a unique 
Avatar and enter it into the contest to win 
a BRAND NEW BICYCLE!  Come in for 
contest details.

Come show off your talent (poetry, 
tricks, jokes, spoken word, singing, instru-
ment playing) at OPEN MIC NIGHT on 
January 31st at 6:30 pm.

SAVE THE DATE! There will be a Youth 
Services Chinese New Year Celebration on 
February 7th - at 6:30 pm.  Registration and 
a $2 fee are required.  Join us for a Chinese 
dinner, games, coloring, and fun!

We can’t wait to see you soon at the 
Sadie Pope Dowdell Library in South 

Amboy! 
Contact us for more details at 

732.721.6060  or  comments@dowdell.
org

Shore Gate 
Meetings

The Shore Gate Board of Directors will 
hold its 2008 monthly meetings on the third 
Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m. in the 
Community Room.

The schedule is as follows: February 19; 
March 18; April 15; May 20; June 17; July 
15; August 19; September 16; October 21; 
November 18; December 16.

An agenda will be posted 48 hours prior 
to the meeting.

CMHS Celebrates Catholic Schools Week
Cardinal McCarrick High School is very 

excited to celebrate Catholic Schools Week 
this year. We continue in the true spirit of 
Catholic Schools as we celebrate this year’s 
theme, “Catholic Schools Light the Way!”

In keeping with tradition at CMHS, we 
have a week filled with activities and events 
that get the whole school together. Each class 
has a color, and they compete throughout the 
week gaining points for each event that takes 
place. Students choose a fundraiser each year 
and this year have chosen to donate food to 
a local food bank. 

The week starts of with ‘Teacher Ap-
preciation Day,” and a school mass. That 
afternoon the classes decorate their hallways 

in their color, and are voted on during the 
week. 

A highlight of the week is our “Mr. 
McCarrick” contest that is held at night, 
and draws quite a crowd. This contest is 
something like a beauty pageant for guys. 
They are judged by their talent, their formal 
wear and a question and answer session. The 
rest of the week continues with ‘Student 
Appreciation Day” and finally the winter 
sports pep rally. Each class dresses in their 
colors, and compete in various contests in 
order to see which class will reign supreme 
as be crowned winners of spirit week! Cel-
ebrating Catholic Schools is always a great 
time of year!
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LetterS

WWW.?

This is another easy picture of a building 
located in nearby South Amboy or Sayreville.  
Can you identify it?  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  
Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.

Bill Leveille and family would like to thank everyone who came out to support his recent 
Santa benefit for the family of fallen firefighter, Stephen Dembski, of Ridgefield Park, NJ.  
“We would especially like to thank the Knights of Columbus; South Amboy, James and Linda 
Hoehman, Rob and Shannon Schaaf,  Middlesex County Police and Fire, Ron and Betty 
Leveille, Rich Garsick, Ideal Plumbing, Rich Johnson, Napco Graphics Center, South Amboy 
Elks Lodge members, Progressive and Independence Fire Co. for allowing the use of the 
engine to bring Santa, and to Ed Campbell for his devotion as Santa Claus.  It is people 
such as yourselves that made this holiday extra special for this family.  Thanks again and 
have a safe and prosperous New Year.”

Bill Leveille and family with Ed Campbell presenting a check in the amount of $1810.00 to 
Nancy Dembski, wife of the late Stephen Dembski, pictured with her two sons, Raymond 
and Kyle, and members of the Ridgefield Fire Department.

Winners
The answer to last month’s WWW.? 

photo was Our Lady of Victories Church 
in Sayreville.  There were many winners 
including: Sarah Conlon, Barbara Tidona, 
Marian Mills, Bernadine Santos, Myra 
Dabkowski, Norine Croddick Switzer, Joan 
Fulham, Nancy Berry, Barbara Steiner, 
Maria Esteban, Mary Ellen Gilgan, Phil 
McCutcheon, Estelle Pluskota, Antoinette 
Blake, Elaine Zonak, Bob & Agnes Leslie, 
Nancy Garsick.  Congratulations!

Water Tower 
Update

It has been brought to our attention that 
the WWW.? photo in the Nov. issue is in 
fact the water tower base from the original 
Sayre & Fisher Brick Works on Main Street 
in Sayreville.

Dear Tom
Enclosed is my check for $20 for another 

year of The SA Times.  It seems as though 
there is a history lesson in every issue!  Keep 
up the good work!

Happy Holidays,
Don “Mickey” Czok
(Formerly of South Amboy/Sayre-

ville)
Vermont

Dear Tom,
I would like to renew my subscription 

again.  I am blind, but I sure enjoy reading 
your newspaper.  Imagine that’s where I grew 
up and my 3 children went to St. Mary’s and 
graduated there too.

Thanks Again,
Good Luck & God Bless,
Evelyn Check
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

Hi Tom,
Enjoyed the December issue of The SA 

Times, beginning with the new masthead at 
top of page 1 and the column about Bridget 
O’Connor.  Moving over to page 8, Krysta 
Meinzer’s story also was interesting.  The 
picture of Vincent Lee with Santa Claus was 
really good, along with Ashley Sofilkanich, 
the little girl with her dog Casey.  

It was a real fine story about Kevin 
Mulvey, the baseball pitcher being a pros-
pect for the NY Mets.  Community events 
were well-covered in the December South 
Amboy-Sayreville Times, and should draw 
much reader interest.

Adam Kierst
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Seattle, WA

Dear Ghost,
I loved your story about your trip 

home from school.  In fact, it brought a lot 
of memories.  Unless one also experienced 
it like I did, many times your tale can’t be 
appreciated.  There are a lot of similarities 
to my memories.  

By 1966, when I made my first car 
trip home at Christmas, and at the end of 
the year, both Interstates 95 and 85 were in 
use.  However, 85 always seemed to have 
construction for the 4 years I traveled the 
road.  The ride was still a horrible 10-11 hour 
trip, especially with 3 to 4 bodies crunched 
together sometimes with a suitcase in the 
middle.  The cost was usually $10 a person.  
That was pretty steep in the ‘60’s.  Musically, 
we would listen to Cousin Brucie on WABC 
when it became dark.  If it was really late, 
the Bob Lewis Show would take us the rest 
of the way.  Thank God for 50 thousand clear 
channel of WABC, the best radio station ever.  
It was the same way at school.  Rock and roll 
was pretty non-existent.  Ghost, did you have 
BIG WAYS radio out of Charlotte, NC yet?  
When the sun went down they turned the 
power down.  It was funny to hear a line in a 
song just end in mid stream.  Thank God for 
transistor radios in the dorms.  I must thank 
one person in particular for most of my rides 
home sophomore and junior years, a fellow 
classmate of St. Mary’s Class of ‘65, Ron 
Sanecki.  Thanks again for bringing back a 
fond memory!

Fran Fitzmorris
(Formerly of South Amboy)

P.S. To The Ghost-I never did meet any 
Winthrop girls.

Dear Tom,
Thank you for doing such an excellent 

job with a newspaper we enjoy reading.  I 
hear so many wonderful comments from 
so many people about The South Amboy-
Sayreville Times.

Happy Holidays,
Fondly
Shirley and Homer Dill
Sayreville

Dear Publisher,
I love guessing WWW.? in your news-

paper!  Keep printing pictures because it’s 
fun trying to remember where the item in 
the picture has been seen.

Barbara Steiner
Sayreville

Tom,
It was with much pleasure reading the 

letters on the Faffer Family.  I wonder if 
anyone remembers Mr. Faffer when he used 
to travel to lower Sayreville with the oil cloth 
bundle of wares on his back.  I can remember 
him coming to our house and we would go 
out back and he would open the bundle that 
was bound with leather straps, and he almost 
had the whole store in there!  The quality of 
the clothing he brought to sell was unbeliev-
able!  I think it lasted forever or at least until 
you could pass it down to a younger sibling.  
Great responses to a wonderful story!  The 
memories that linger in Sayreville and South 
Amboy are awesome!

Don Pekarsky
(Formerly of Sayreville)
Palmetto, FL

Hi,
I would like to give as a gift, to my 

sister and brother-in-law, for Christmas, a 
subscription to your newspaper.  They find 
many “Happy Memories” in this paper, and 
totally enjoy reading it!  Could you please 
state this as a gift from me?

Jane Sumski
(Formerly of South Amboy/Sayre-

ville)

Tom,
Thanks so much for sending me the 

newspaper.  I certainly have enjoyed reading 
it and keeping up with the news.  If it wasn’t 
for the SA Times, I wouldn’t have known a 
good friend (Dot Leslie) had passed away.  
Living so far away, you miss so much.  When 
your newspaper comes, the work stops and 
reading the paper takes over.  Thank you so 
much for sending it.

Doris Render Sadler
(Formerly of South Amboy)
California

Dear Tom,
Enclosed is a $60 check for three 

12-month subscriptions to The SA Times.  
Thanks to you and the staff of The Times 
for your great work.  The monthly arrival of 
your newspaper is always a pleasure!

George Kress
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Happy New Year,
We enjoy this newspaper so much.  I 

read The SA Times and then re-read!  It’s a 
wonderful newspaper!

Thank You,
Kathleen Sullivan Wetzel
Florida

First Aid New Year Wishes
The members of the South Amboy First 

Aid & Safety Squad would like to thank the 
City of South Amboy, the South Amboy 
Fire Dept., and Police Dept. for any and all 
assistance provided to the Squad in 2007.  
It was greatly appreciated.  The Squad also 
wishes to thank all those individuals who 
made donations to our endeavors.  With 
the phrase “Help us to help you,” our 100% 
volunteer, no charge service continues well 
past the 75th Anniversary (2008).  In closing, 
we wish a very Happy New Year to all.

South Amboy First Aid & Safety 
Squad

Patrick M. Cohoon a graduate of South 
Amboy High School class of 2000 and West 
Virgina Wesleyan graduated from the New 
York Police academy on Dec. 27 2007. 

Parade
date

3/8/08
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June, 1941-This photo was 
“Taken alongside Hoffman High 
School.  I think it was our 
gym class,” according to Don 
“Mickey” Czok, who found this  
vintage treasure in a box in his 
basement.   
Pictured top row (l-r) Bob 
Jonason, Bill McClellan, Eugene 
“Jimmy” Dobrzynski (Teacher), 
Harold Munck.  Bottom row (l-r) 
Art Kreiger, Leroy “Red” Kurtz, 
Czok, Frank Montenero.  (A 
special thank you to “Mickey” for 
sharing this with our SA Times 
readers).

Rosedale, a talented up and coming local rock ‘n’ roll band turned in an excellent performance 
at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library in South Amboy during the Annual Open House in 
December.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Children’s Survival 
Program

“Lost In The Woods,” a Children’s 
Survival Program will help children if they 
get separated from their group while hiking.  
The 9-point program will be held on Jan. 
20 at Cheesequake State Park’s Interpretive 
Center at 1 p.m.  Ages 6-11.  For info call 
732-566-3208.

This beautiful, new TV set was donated to the Dowdell Library in South Amboy by The 
Friends Of The Dowdell Library from the proceeds of their fundraising activities.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Basketball/
Volleyball 
Registration

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is 
registering for its Adult Basketball and Vol-
leyball leagues on Feb. 11th at Mickey Sedlak 
Recreation Center.  Basketball registration 
will be held from 7-8 p.m.  Fee: $75-Forefit 
Fee-$50.  Volleyball registration will be held 
from 8-9 p.m.  Fee: $45-Forefit Fee-$60.  For 
more info contact Jerry Ust 732-390-2918.

Top 10 Toys
According to VH1 TV station’s “I Love 

Toys” countdown, the following were the 
Top 10 favorites of All-Time: 1.Hula Hoop 
2.Barbie 3.LEGOS 4.G.I. Joe 5.Mr. Potato 
Head 6.Monopoly 7.Star Wars figures 8.Yo-
Yo 9.Slinky 10.Whiffle Ball and bat.  Do 
you agree with this Top 10?  Let us know 
at: satimes@aol.com.

Basic Backpacking
Cheesequake State Park is sponsoring 

a Basic Backpacking program on Jan. 27, 1 
p.m.,  at the Interpretive Center.  Backpacking 
is an activity where the difference between 
a rewarding or disastrous trip can be your 
equipment.  Learn the basics of this sport 
and where to backpack in NJ.  Ages 10 and 
up.  For info call 732-566-3208. 

Anniversary Bash
The South Amboy Irish-American As-

sociation will sponsor its 30th Anniversary 
Bash with the Willie Lynch Band on April 
5 at J. O’Neill’s, 17 Thomas St., Sayreville.  
Tickets are $35 in advance and $40 at the 
door.  Includes beer, wine soda and food.  
For more info call Dorothyann Connallon 
732-525-1658.

Commission On 
Aging

The Sayreville Commission On Aging 
meeting dates for 2008: Jan. 18; Feb. 15; 
Mar. 14 (2nd Fri.); Apr. 18; May 16; June 20; 
Jul. & Aug. no scheduled meetings; Sept. 19; 
Oct. 17; Nov. 21; Dec. no scheduled meeting.  
Meetings are held at the Senior Center on the 
3rd Fri. of the month at 2 p.m.  The public 
is invited.  Senior Citizens Day-Wed., May 
21; Halloween Party-Wed. Oct. 29.

Adult Softball 
Registration

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is reg-
istering for its Adult Softball League on Feb. 
4 at the Mickey Sedlak Recreation Center 
at 7:30 p.m.  Fee: Div. A&B $250-Forefit 
Fee-$150.  Div C & Midweek League-$175-
Forefit Fee $100.  For more info contact Jerry 
Ust 732-390-2918.

Sacred Heart School Lights the Way
Sacred Heart School in South Amboy 

begins the celebration of Catholic Schools 
Week with a special 10:00 a.m. Mass on 
Sunday, January 27, 2008. This will be fol-
lowed by a delicious breakfast, by reserva-
tion only, at  11:00 a.m., sponsored by the 
Home School Association. There will be 
an Open House at the school from 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m., on  Sunday, January 27, and 9:00 
to 11:00 a.m. on Monday, January 28. The 
public is invited to attend the Open House. 
Monday, January 28, is Spirituality Day. 
There will be an all-school Mass with songs, 
instruments, and petitions by the students. 
The children will learn to make rosaries. A 
Prayer Rally is scheduled for the afternoon. 
Each upper grade will be paired with a lower 
grade as guardian angels for a singing con-
test of favorite religious songs.  Tuesday, 
January 29, is Language Arts and Social 
Studies Day. The children can dress up as 
their favorite historical or literary character.  
A missionary will speak to the children 
about a Third World country in need. The 
children are invited to enjoy a Soup Bowl 

Luncheon rather than the regular lunch 
menu. All proceeds will benefit the poor.
The students will show their appreciation 
for their school, especially their teachers, on 
Wednesday, January 30, School Spirit Day. 
The 8th Graders will have the opportunity 
for ?teacher turn around? in the morning, 
replacing the faculty and staff in their various 
positions throughout the school. There will 
be a Pep Rally in the afternoon, featuring the 
Sacred Heart School teams. Math and Sci-
ence Day is Thursday, January 31. The older 
students will enjoy a morning at the roller 
rink while the younger ones will watch a  
movie in the cafeteria. The students will 
show their knowledge in Math and Science 
during an afternoon Decathlon of Knowl-
edge.  Friday, February 1, is Performing Arts 
Days. Our gym teacher who owns a dance 
studio will expose our students to dancing 
and especially prepare our 6th, 7th, and 8th 
Graders for the evening ball. Sacred Heart 
School will proudly host a Cotillion Ball at 
the end of Catholic Schools Week. All 6th, 
7th, and 8th Graders in Catholic Schools  are 
invited for a semi-formal dinner and dance at 
Memorial Hall, on Friday, February 1, 7:00 
? 10:00 p.m. For further information, please 
contact Kathy Garcia at 732-727-7099.

OLD
FRIENDS
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Cold Weather Exercise
Exercising outdoors in cold weather can 

be exhilarating.  Even if skiing isn’t your 
all-time favorite sport, you can have just 
as much fun running, cycling or walking 
in winter time.  Winter sunlight can revive 
your spirits, and exercise in the cool, crisp 
air can relieve the stress and tension related 
to the busy holidays.

There are special considerations to re-
member for cold weather exercise.  Athletes 
may not be aware of the loss of fluids in cold 
weather, but the loss is real and potentially 
dangerous.  Athletes have similar hydration 
needs year round, but many of them simply 
don’t drink enough fluids during the winter 
months.  Sports nutrition experts advise ath-
letes to drink about 1 quart of non-caffeinated 
fluids for every 1,000 calories expended each 
day.  “Drink 2 cups of fluid 2 hours before 
exercise and at least 4-6 oz. of fluid every 
15-20 minutes during exercise.”

Don’t overdose.  Exercise raises body 
temperature significantly and even a mod-
erate workout can make you feel as if it’s 
30 degrees warmer.  The answer to this is 
wearing several layers of loose-fitting thin 
layers of clothes.  The first layer should 
be thermal underwear made of fabric that 
draws perspiration away from your body.  
That layer should not be cotton, as cotton 
holds moisture next to your skin and makes 
you feel cold and clammy.  Your middle 
layer should be a synthetic turtleneck and 
wool sweater.  Sweat pants or lycra tights 
worn over thermals will help keep your legs 
warm.  If precipitation is evident, your outer 
jacket should be waterproof, wind-resistant, 
yet breathable.  Or for a short workout in 
dry weather, just an ordinary windbreaker 
would be suitable.  

Zippers make clothes more adaptable 
for controlling the amount of air you let in 
or for removing quickly.  Mittens are warmer 
than gloves.  Fingers resting against each 
other stay warmer than fingers separated by 
the added air surface between the fingers.  
Headgear is important since you lose so 
much heat through your head.  Be sure to 
wear good running shoes, with enough sup-
port and cushion.

Egg Hunt
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is spon-

soring its Annual Egg Hunt on March 15th 
at the Borough Hall fields, and will begin 
at 10 a.m.  The event is open to Sayreville 
residents.  For further information, contact 
the Recreation Office at 732-390-7092.

Seniors Tuesday 
Club

The Sayreville Senior Citizens Tuesday 
Club schedule for 2008 meetings:

Jan. 8-Reg.; 2 (Wed.)-Exec. Bd.; 7 & 
11 Bingo; Feb. 12-Reg.; 5-Exec. Bd.; 25 & 
29-Bingo; Mar. 11-Reg.; 4-Exec. Bd.; Apr. 
8-Reg.; 1-Exec. Bd.; 14 & 18 Bingo; May 
13-Reg.; 6-Exec. Bd.; Senior Citizens Day 
Wed. May 21; June 10-Reg.; May 27-Exec. 
Bd.; 2 & 6 Bingo; 25th Anniversary Party 
June 10; Jul. 8-Reg.; 1-Exec. Bd.; 21 & 25 
Bingo; Aug. 12-Reg.; 5-Exec. Bd.; Sept. 
9-Reg.; 2-Exec. Bd.; 8 & 12 Bingo; Sum-
merfest Sept. 9; Oct. 14-Reg.; 7-Exec. Bd.; 
27 & 31 Bingo; Halloween Party Wed. Oct. 
29; Nov. 19 Wed.-Reg.; Oct. 28-Exec. Bd.; 
Dec. 9-Reg.; 2-Exec. Bd.; 15 & 19 Bingo; 
Christmas Party Dec. 9.
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Bon Jovi Stars At Fundraiser
By Tom Burkard

Rock superstar Jon Bon Jovi, formerly 
of Sayreville starred as the headliner at the 
Hope Concert III, a major fundraiser for the 
Valerie Fund Center at Monmouth Medical 
Center in Long Branch, which specializes 
in treating children with cancer and blood 
disorders. The huge event was held at the 
Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank on Dec. 
21st, and concert-goers certainly got into 
the Christmas Spirit of giving to help the 
children, as they paid $100 to $500 a ticket 
for this star-studded holiday happening.

The sold-out concert also featured 
Jersey Shore stars, Southside Johnny Lyon, 
Bobby Bandiera, Gary U.S. Bonds and many 
more.  Tim McLoone, who plays the keys 
and is the frontman for the Holiday Express, 
a group that performs during the holidays for 
various charities, performed with his back-
up group The Shirleys.  It was an emotional 
evening for McLoone, whose 11-year old 
son Jack was diagnosed with cancer in ‘06 
and treated at the Center.  Later in the show, 
Jack came out and thanked the audience for 
all of their support.  Bandiera and his group 
Rock-N-Soul Revue was the house band for 
the night, and were tight on every song they 
played, whether rock ‘n’ roll or Christmas 
favorites.  Former South Amboy resident, 
Joe Bellia was outstanding as always on the 
drums for Bandiera’s band.  

There were so many talented musicians 
that came out to show their support, and 
everyone gave their all to help aid this most 
worthy cause.

After a lively version of “Can I Get A 
Witness” which was performed by Southside 
Johnny and the Rock-N-Soul Revue, Jon 
Bon Jovi appeared on stage, and brought 
the house down, as the crowd at Count 
Basie went totally wild and started clapping, 
cheering and dancing, as Jon accompanied 
by fellow Bon Jovi member, keyboardist 
supreme, David Bryan, hooked up with 
Bandiera’s group to play a phenomenal 
version of his hit, “Who Says You Can’t Go 
Home.”  Jon then sang “Workin’ Too Hard” 

and also “Broke Down Piece Of Man” with 
Southside Johnny and the Asbury Jukes.  Bon 
Jovi worked his magic, and really added to 
the already positive and exciting Christmas 
feeling in the air, with his superb renditions 
of “Please Come Home For Christmas” and 
“Hallelujah,” which were backed by The 
Rock-N-Soul-Revue and Bryan.

Other fine tunes throughout the evening 
included “Bridge Over Troubled Waters” 
and  “Crying,” which were beautifully sung 
by Bandiera.  Mark Pender and Richie “La-
Bamba” Rosenberg also had their chance to 
shine, with “I’m Excessive.”  Bob Burger 
sang an excellent version of The Beatles’ 
“Let It Be.”  Southside Johnny and Gary 
U.S. Bonds were singing their hearts out 
throughout the show, and sang a fine duet 
on The Righteous Brothers’ timeless hit, 
“You’ve Lost That Lovin’ Feeling.”  Bonds 
hammered out his greatest hits, “New 
Orleans,” and “Quarter To Three,” while 
LaBamba and his band sounded super on 
“This Christmas.”

The entertainers had the coolest of 
times, enjoying each other’s company on 
stage, and sharing the spotlight throughout 
the evening.  Bon Jovi joked with his good 
friend, Southside, saying, to the audience, 
“This is the man who taught me how to 
dance,” and Johnny Lyon kidded back, 
“And now he owns his own football team,” 
referring to Bon Jovi’s Philadelphia Soul 
professional football club.

The grand finale of the evening was 
The Beatles’ classic, “With A Little Help 
From My Frineds,” with Tim McLoone 
singing lead, and all of the musicians join-
ing in.  The song was quite an appropriate 
ending to a truly amazing evening, and the 
Valerie Fund got more than a little help for 
the children from some very concerned and 
caring “friends.”

The event raised a whopping $500,000 
plus for the Valerie Fund, and an oversized 
check was presented.  Congratulations to all 
of the top-notch professional musicians who 
gave their time and talent to help the kids!        
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732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

“Serving The Community Over 100 Years”

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (732)

566-0281

Obituaries
Armstrong, Edwina Krainski, 94, for-

merly of Sayreville died on Dec. 17.
Bailey, Ronald J. Sr., 74, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 1.
Bobek, Peter R., 83, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 1.
Cicala, Mary Walczak, 77, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 1. 
Deryn, Geraldine R., 76, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 11.
DiBenedetto, Lucy, 77, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 19.
Disbrow, William J., 55, of South Am-

boy died on Dec. 11.
Domanski, Roman S., 45, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 29.
Everitt, John R. Esq., 90, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Dec. 29.
Fulmer, Denis E., 86, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 25.
Golaszewski, Carol A., 55, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 27.
Harrigan, Dorothy E. Baranowski, 63, 

formerly of Morgan died on Jan. 5.
Heck, Stephen, 90, formerly of Parlin 

died on Dec. 31.
Hernandez, Hilda, 83, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 9.
Kucinski, Mary, 95, formerly of Parlin 

died on Dec. 18.
Labaska, Mary C., 98 of Parlin died 

on Jan. 3.
Lanfare, Harriet B., 95, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 13.
Lauritsen, Gladys M., 80, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 3.
Lynch, Theodore A., 86, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 29.
McDermott, Florence, 77, of Melrose 

died on Dec. 9.
McInerney, James Sr., 69, of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 22.
Migliaccio, Joseph “Blackie,” 76, of 

South Amboy died on Dec. 17.
Miller, Helen E., 89, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 6.
Nebus, Dorothy C., 85, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 18.
Nowak, Joseph E., 88, of Morgan died 

on Dec. 11.
Nowicki, Michael J., 60, of South Am-

boy died on Dec. 30.
O’Connnell, Michael F. “Frank,” 66, 

formerly of South Amboy died on Jan. 1.
Osmanski, Edward A., 70, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 6.
Pierce, Jane E., 66, of Parlin died on 

Jan. 1.
Rapka, John B., 76, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 30.
Raymond, Judith Marie, 44, of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 11.
Ruscoe, Kevin M., 43, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 15.
Scherer, Timothy W. Sr., 57, of Sayre-

ville died on Dec. 31.
Truglio, Anna, 82, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 9.
Zurick, Rudolph, 40, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 2.
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For the second year in a row, the Parlin DuPont 
Employees Federal Credit Union collected 
Toys for Tots.  Well over one hundred toys 
were turned over to the U.S. Marine Corp 
Reserve, who distributed them to children, 
in the area, who may have otherwise been 
forgotten this Christmas.  2007 marks 
the 60th anniversary of the Marine Corps 
Reserve Toys for Tots campaign.  Thank 
you to all who donated towards this worthy 
cause and we look forward to doing it again 
next year. The Parlin DuPont Credit Union 
serves employees of DuPont, Exel, the 
Borough of Sayreville and the Sayreville 
Education Association.  In Photo (l-r) Ray 
Skarzynski- USMC Reserve, Carol Gecek, 
Christina Olender, Barbara Diem.

Students at South Amboy Middle/High School once again helped to fill the shelves of the St. 
Vincent DePaul’s food pantry during their recent Spirt Week.  The food donated filled three 
trucks to capacity and helped make the holiday season a little brighter for local families.  
Great Job!!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Itsy Bolk, a 13-year old Siamese cat from Parlin, was caught up in the Christmas spirit.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Sugar Bolk, a 9-year old Jack Russell from Parlin dressed in her Mrs. Claus outfit for 
Christmas.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  

Santa Claus took a break while touring South Feltus Street in South Amboy.  He climbed 
off the Progressive Fire Truck and visited with Michael Dowd and his son, Brandon, who 
were at grandfather’s house for Christmas.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  

Prince and Princess-Ryan Lange (r) and Natalie Caldero (l) were chosen Ice Prince and 
Ice Princess at the Cardinal McCarrick Junior Christmas Ball which was held on Dec. 7th 
at The Forge in Woodbridge.

Raise A Pint 
Fundraiser

The South Amboy Irish-American 
Association will be hosting a Raise A Pint 
Fundraiser on Jan. 19 from 4-8 p.m. at Todd’s 
Dugout, Stevens Ave., South Amboy.  Tick-
ets are $25 in advance and $30 at the door.  
Includes Draft beer, wine, soda and buffet.  
For more info call Dorothyann Connallon 
732-525-1658.

Lenten Fish Fry
OLV Columbiettes will be holding its 

Lenten Fish Fry at 775 Washington Rd., 
Parlin on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 15; and the 
following Fridays-Feb. 15, Feb. 22, Feb. 29, 
Mar. 7, Mar. 14, Mar. 21.  Doors open from 
4:30-7:30 p.m.  No phone orders.

Past President’s 
Dance

OLV Columbiettes Past President’s 
Dinner Dance honoring most recent Past 
President Arleen Morey will be held on Feb. 
23, 7 p.m. at Victorian Hall, 775 Washington 
Rd. Parlin.  Cost is $20 per person.  For res-
ervations call Joanne 732-721-4610 or Pat 
732-238-5752.  Come on out for an evening 
of fun and enjoyment!

Two weeks prior to the taping of the 
show, Susan had a dream that she and her 
sisters were in New York “Talking with Pat 
Sajack” and a young man walked by them 
and turned and spoke to Mr. Sajack, saying, 
‘My girls did good!’  That man was Susan’s 
dad, who passed on many years ago.  Susan 
then knew she would do well.

On Sunday Sept. 30th at 11 a.m. the 
taping began.  (The show by the way was 
aired on Nov. 21st).  Sue’s 1st win-Theme 
Puzzle, ‘Before and After’- “Lincoln Tunnel 
of Love.”  Wow, a $14,800 win.  Susan’s 
2nd puzzle was the Prize Puzzle, with the 
theme ‘What Are You Doing?’-  “Exchanging 
dollars for Euros,”a $5,900 win, plus a trip 
to Belgium.  Not over yet.  Win #3- Theme 
Puzzle: ‘Thing’-”Commercial Real Estate” 
for $3,000.  Susan came out as the top win-
ner, but missed the final prize puzzle ‘Soap 
Bubbles’ for another $25,000.  Susan’s sis-
ters, Pat, Maureen, and Nancy were in the 
audience as her moral support and cheering 
section, and Nancy knew the answer to the 
‘Final Prize Puzzle,’ and she really, really 
tried to convey the answer to her sister Su-

Local Spins Her Way
continued from page 1

san using “sibling Mental Telepathy,” but it 
didn’t work!  Nice try, Nance!

Susan’s support from her sisters varied 
from Pat’s “What are you nuts,” to Nancy’s 
“You’re nuts, you’ve gotta do it,” and onto 
Maureen’s “I think it’s great.  She’s got more 
guts than all of us!”  Susan and all 3 of her 
sisters agreed that “The experience was fun 
and exciting.”  Sister Pat was a little disap-
pointed they didn’t supply any refreshments 
(Actually, what she really said I cannot print 
here-it’s a family newspaper).  But, really, 
they had a great time.  Susan and sisters 
next possible try-”Deal or No Deal.”  I pity 
Howie Mandell!

So, Susan’s total cash and prizes as the 
top “Wheel of Fortune” winner was a whop-
ping $28,000, and being the “Real Hero” she 
is, made a large contribution to the “Coats 
for Kids” at the Pediatric Dept. of Raritan 
Bay Hospital, Perth Amboy Division.  She 
also donated a new Wii system with games 
to the Emma Arleth School for their “Healthy 
Bodies” classes.  In addition, Susan had a 
pizza party at her Nursing School, and gave 
two $250 scholarships to two students at the 

Blood Drive-Feb 24
Sacred Heart Council of Catholic 

Women in conjunction with the NJ Blood 
Services will sponsor a “Blood Drive” on 
Sun., Feb. 24 from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in 
the Sacred Heart School Cafeteria, located 
on Cedar St. & Washington Ave. in South 
Amboy.  Platelet machines will be available 
for those wishing to donate.  An appointment 
may be made by calling 732-721-7764.  They 
will also be having their Irish Soda Bread 
for Life Sale.  All proceeds will benefit 
Rachel’s House.

school.  She also “Adopted” three families 
to which she provided clothing and toys 
for 4 children for the Christmas season!  
Yeah, I think Susan definitely belonged on 
“Heroes Week”!

While interviewing Susan and her 
sisters, I sensed a strong family bond and 
love between them.  So different from each 
other, but oh, so much a family together 
in it for the fun!  Supporting each other in 
whatever they do.  

Susan, congratulations on a “Good 
Game” and a “Great Heart.”  And to the 
sisters, Maureen, Pat and Nancy, I still can’t 
decide if you guys look as beautiful in person 
or on television! 
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles “ Weber

Salt Water
It’s the Weeblemeister once again wish-

ing you another great fishing year for 2008!  
I wish I could tell you otherwise but the 
Fluke picture this year does not look good.  
The Atlantic Fisheries Commission met last 
month in Secaucus.  The only good that came 
out of this is that the states can fine-tune their 
own regulations.  The total allowable pounds 
have been cut a good deal from last year.  It 
looks like a 19inch size limit of 3 or 4 fish 
and a season from May 23rd to Sept 1st.  A 
shorter season than last year!  If we can get 
away with it an 18inch limit, it would be 
better.  It could have been worse.  The Bay 
is now closed until March 1st for Stripers.  
Flounder can be taken when the season opens 
on March 23rd.  Party Boat fishing has been 
good for Stripers caught on jigs.  Mackerel 
have now arrived providing some good fish-
ing. Blackfish also are very good with Ling 
mixed in.  Bag limit for Blackfish is now 4 
fish.  Herring are in the Manasquan outlet, 
be sure to use your Sabiki rigs. 
Fresh Water 

Where there is safe ice, Perch and Pick-
erel are being caught in the upstate lakes. I 
heard of a Walleye bite in the Delaware at 
Lambertville but have not checked it out.  
Round Valley Reservoir’s shoreline is pro-
viding catches of Rainbow trout but most 
are shorts under the 15inch size limit.  Make 
sure you get your 2008 Fishing License with 
Trout stamp.   

Girl Donates 
Hair 

Katelyn Condiracci, 4 1/2 , from Monroe 
Township donated 10 inches of her hair to 
Locks of Love, a public non-profit organiza-
tion that provides hairpieces to financially 
disadvantaged children under age 18 suffer-
ing from long-term medical hair loss from 
any diagnosis. Katelyn had her hair cut 
at The Hair Shop located on Washington 
Road in Sayreville.  Maryann Minnella, 
the owner of the Hair Shop and Katelyn’s 
Mom, Sharon, have been friends for over 30 
years.   Maryann has had several children 
donate their hair to this cause since she has 
been listed as a registered salon for over 2 
years.  She stated that when you donate your 
hair, your haircut is free because it’s going 
to a good cause.

If you would like to find out more in-
formation about Locks of Love, visit their 
website at lobksoflove.com.
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The 45th reunion of the 1963 H.G. Hoffman 
High School Group I State Basketball Team will 
be held on Saturday, March 1, 2008 at Sciortino’s 
Restaurant (corner of John Street and Broadway) 
at 5:00pm. 

Past to present students of H.G. Hoffman/
South Amboy High School and Saint Mary’s/
Cardinal McCarrick High School, basketball 
players, cheerleaders, sports enthusiasts, family, 
friends, and the community at large are invited 
to stop by greet the State Champs and share in 
the memories of a special moment in time of  
South Amboy sports history.  

Hoffman H.S. gained the title with a 63-60 
overtime victory vs. Wood-Ridge High School 
held at the Convention Hall in Atlantic City, N.J. 
before upwards of 5,000 spectators.  The Team 
in alphabetical order - Coach James H. Crood-
ick (deceased), Gerald Drill, Manuel Formoso 
(deceased), John Lange, Michael McCarthy, 
Chester Meinzer, Paul Nagy (deceased), Jimmy 
Odom, Theodore Reick, Kenneth Wahler, Dennis 
Wood (deceased).

State
Champs
45th
Reunion
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